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Foreword 

First of all, as a Mennonite who believes Christ calls us to 

Biblical nonresistance, (as opposed to political pacifism) I am 

not an unbiased observer in the debate between just war and 

nonresistance. I think the distance in time from the results of 

“just war” and its alternative, “Christian nonresistance”, whether 

the first 300 years of Christianity, the middle ages or the 20th 

century has made abundantly clear what the fruit of each 

option has been. The fact that no Christian killed another 

Christian for the first 300 years of Christianity and the terrible 

inter-Christian bloodshed, not to even speak of the pagan 

bloodshed, that has ensued since speaks for itself. 

If those holding the Christian nonresistant view are perhaps a 

bit too earnest at times, it is because the outworking of just 

war and its corresponding openness to the violent option has 

not always been a mere theoretical or theological discussion 

but a concrete human reality with huge cost in human 

suffering for those holding the nonresistant view. To see these 

real human stories, not mere theoretical “what ifs”, one only 

needs to read a few stories from the Martyrs Mirror. For those 

who read C. S. Lewis’ thoughts on war and are inclined to 

believe that those who hold Christian nonresistance do not 

appreciate suffering I would argue that it is precisely those 

groups who hold to nonresistance who have for the longest 

kept the idea that the Christian church is supposed to be a 

suffering community. It is precisely these groups who have 

most clearly kept in focus that at the heart of the Cross is 

voluntary, self-sacrificial love for the world that demonstrates 
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itself in concrete acts of love in the real world, not merely in 

the mind, and that these acts will inevitably result in suffering. 

So, non-resistance is not an escape hatch from suffering, but 

the willing embrace of it and a keen, constant & personal 

understanding of its high price. 

I applaud Bercot and Taylor in overcoming the arrived at 

quietistic tendency and reviving the Anabaptist tradition of 

engaging in debate. Actually this is not a new Anabaptist 

endeavor, considering the very first Anabaptists engaged in 

robust debate with the alternative views of their day, but 

among Mennonites and Anabaptists holding the nonresistant 

view, unfortunately too seldom in our day. Kreeft & Charles’ 

inability to grasp the position of Christian nonresistance, even 

as experts on Christianity, war and peace, indicates to me that 

those holding the nonresistant view have their work cut out 

and could do a considerably better job at communicating it to 

a wider audience. How can this be done more effectively? I 

think those holding the nonresistant view need to ask this 

question seriously. I have asked myself this and decided that 

one small way could be this booklet.  

Matt Landis, Ephrata PA  

mattmlandis@gmail.com 

April 22, 2014 
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Compiler’s Notes 

This is a very quick effort at recording the content of this 

debate. It is being released quickly and it will be refined in 

subsequent updates. Note that an effort has been made to 

accurately portray the questions and responses although not 

all verbatim. We have added footnotes to give more 

background information and explanation on some items. (note 

that this is a work in progress) You will find video/audio times 

enclosed in brackets that correspond to the recording location 

if you want to hear the dialogue for yourself. We have added 

some of public domain sources mentioned by the panel 

members in the appendix. 

May 30, 2014 Version 

The latest edition of this book available: 

http://mere-christianity-today.blogspot.com/2014/04/its-just-

war-ebook-just-war-vs-biblical.html 

“It’s Just War” Video 

http://www.followers-of-the-way.org/justwar2014.shtml 

 

  

http://mere-christianity-today.blogspot.com/2014/04/its-just-war-ebook-just-war-vs-biblical.html
http://mere-christianity-today.blogspot.com/2014/04/its-just-war-ebook-just-war-vs-biblical.html
http://www.followers-of-the-way.org/justwar2014.shtml
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The Debate & Participants 

On March 28, 2014 a debate on the question, "Should 

Christians Fight?" was held in the historic Faneuil Hall in 

downtown Boston. 

Those speaking in favor of the proposition are: 

Peter Kreeft (Ph.D. Fordham University) is professor of 

philosophy at Boston College. He is the author of over 67 

books on philosophy, theology and Christian apologetics. A 

gifted thinker and speaker, he speaks at universities and 

churches all over the world. He draws inspiration from 

influential figures such as Socrates, Thomas Aquinas, and C. S. 

Lewis. His books include Making Sense Out of 

Suffering (Servant Books, 1986), Socrates Meets 

Jesus (InterVarsity Press, 1987), and a Handbook of Christian 

Apologetics(InterVarsity Press, 1994). 

J. Daryl Charles (Ph.D., Westminster Theological Seminary) 

teaches in the Honors Program at Berry. He has written 14 

books on ethics, Christian engagement in the public square, 

and just war. He is widely regarded as a leading authority on 

the Christian just war tradition. His books include Between 

Pacifism and Jihad (InterVarsity Press Academic, 2005), War, 

Peace, and Christianity (Crossway, 2010), The Just War 

Tradition (Intercollegiate Studies, 2012), and America's 

Wars (forthcoming). 

Speaking against the proposition are: 
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David Bercot is an attorney (J.D., Baylor University), author, 

and speaker. He has numerous books on the subject of the 

early church, where he emphasizes the simplicity of biblical 

doctrine and early (pre-325 AD) Christian teaching over what 

he would call the complex and compromised body of 

theological understandings built up over the centuries that 

have come to be thought of as orthodoxy. His most well-

known books are Will the Real Heretics Please Stand 

Up? (Scroll Publishing, 1989), and A Dictionary of Early 

Christian Beliefs (Hendrickson, 1998). 

Dean Taylor and his wife Tania were both in the U. S. Army 

when they realized that, as committed Christians, they had to 

come to grip with Jesus' teachings in the Sermon on the 

Mount on loving one's enemies. They ultimately left the Army 

in a new and sincere quest for truth, determined to follow 

Jesus Christ under the banner "no compromise." Mr. Taylor is 

a widely sought speaker who regularly addresses the question, 

"What if Jesus really meant every word He said?" His best 

known book is A Change of Allegiance (Radical Reformation, 

2008). 

The debate was moderated by 

Finny Kuruvilla (M.D. Harvard Medical Schoool, Ph.D. Harvard 

University) has treated patients at Boston area hospitals such 

as Children's Hospital Boston, the Brigham & Women's 

Hospital, and the Dana-Farber Cancer Institute. He served for 

many years in InterVarsity Christian Fellowship and World 

Vision, a Christian humanitarian relief and development 
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agency. He is the author of the book King Jesus Claims His 

Church (Anchor-Cross Publishing, 2013). 
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David Bercot: Opening Statement {8:40} 

 

Jesus Christ was a revolutionary: No, He was not a left wing 

guerrilla or a right wing patriot. His revolution wasn’t brought 

about by sword. Rather it was the introduction of a new 

kingdom: the kingdom of God. In fact the theme of Jesus 

teaching was the kingdom of God. There are nearly a hundred 

references in the four Gospels to God’s kingdom. The 

Kingdom of God is not somewhere you go when you die. If 

you’re not a citizen here, you’re not going to be going there 

after your death. Jesus: And being a citizen of God’s kingdom 

requires total commitment. Jesus says “He who loves father or 

mother more than me is not worthy of me. He who does not 

take his cross and follow me is not worthy of me. He who 

doesn't forsake all cannot be my disciple” Jesus does not 

accept divide loyalties {9:59} 

10:32 - Many want the benefits of Heaven after death, many 

want to treat Jesus' commandments like suggestions 

12:26 - Biggest stumbling block is "Loving Enemies" 

Nonresistance is not just a doctrine, but a way of life. It 

touches all kinds of everyday interactions... 

http://vimeo.com/92304672#t=8m40s
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Nonresistance is not new, but old. Up to the 4th century all 

Christians took Jesus words on the sermon the mount, very 

literally and very seriously.1 

When our country goes to war: Either we will love our enemy 

as Jesus commands, or we will kill our enemy as our country 

demands. 

15:14 - Will we kill our fellow [kingdom of God] citizens 

because they happen to live in another country? Or will we 

refuse to kill them because they are our fellow citizens? 

15:39 - This issue came up in the Civil War... Suppose with me 

that the 12 Apostles had lived at the time of the Civil War...6 of 

them lived in the north and 6 in the south...What do you think 

they would have done? What do you think they would have 

told other Christians to do? 

                                                 
1
 This appears to not just be the opinion of nonresistant Christians as 

Noam Chomsky in an interview on April 23, 2010 at his office at MIT 

noted: “For the first 3 centuries Christianity was a radical pacifist 

religion, that's why it was persecuted. It was the poor, the suffering. 

Jesus was the symbol of the poor and the suffering and that's what 

the cross was. In the 4th century it was taken over by the Roman 

Empire, by Constantine and turned the church into the church of the 

persecutors…the persecutors, the rich, the powerful. The cross went 

from being the suffering of the poor, to the shield of the forces of 

the Roman Empire. And for the rest of history that is pretty much 

what the church has been. It has been the church of the persecutors, 

the rich, the privileged, and the powerful.” 

http://youtu.be/SNDG7ErY-k4?t=2m01s 

 

http://youtu.be/SNDG7ErY-k4?t=2m01s
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J. Daryl Charles: Opening Statement {16:05} 

 

16:12 –Thomas Aquinas in his Summa Theologica framed the 

question this way: "Is it always sinful to wage war?" Martin 

Luther addressed this issue in his day in a tract "Whether 

Soldiers Too Can Be Saved" i. This matter has vexed Christians 

through the ages...and produced varied and sometimes 

radically different responses. That will not change tomorrow. 

But we can be encouraged by the mainstream teaching of the 

church, which has always been with us. 

16:55 - To ask if Christians are permitted to fight in war is to 

ask if Christians are permitted to use coercive force in any 

context. It is really to ask if Christians are permitted to enter 

vocations for the common good and guard justice. This is to 

ask if Christians can be involved in a broad array of politics 

and governmental service with almost infinite forms. For 

example: practicing law, serving as judges, working at 

correctional facilities or social services, law enforcement, 

serving as a security guard, police work, driving Brinks trucks, 

doing public policy, doing diplomacy, doing computer or 

linguistic work for federal agencies, and on and on.2 

                                                 
2
 Anabaptists who hold to Biblical nonresistance would largely agree 

that this list of vocations is not consistent with a nonresistant 

worldview. As an example: “…the doctrine of nonresistance makes it 

inconsistent for Christians to become involved in areas such as 

political offices, military service, lawsuits…we do not approve of 

members taking part in politics…Members who go into military 

http://vimeo.com/92304672#t=16m5s
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{17:32} It needs emphasizing that there are no Biblical 

injunctions against any vocations under the sun per se. 

Scripture does council us about motives...Jesus’ teaching on 

the Sermon on the Mount and Paul in Romans 12 about not 

retaliating speak to matters of the heart not to public policy. 

{17:50} – And the text from Matthew 5 that is often cited as 

pacifist/nonresistance justification and objection of force is 

addressing insult, not assault, as the text makes very clear. It is 

addressing matters of the heart, not statecraft. 

While the Christian pacifist is not required to use force in self-

defense, we are obligated3 to defend an innocent 3rd party by 

an appropriate and just means (quotes ethicist Paul Ramsey 

"preferential ethics of protection and duty of charity”; Ramsey 

extends this logic to the parable of the Good Samaritan by 

asking “Would Jesus have encouraged His listeners to prevent 

the mugging while it was happening? Or should they wait in 

nonresistance until after the mugging when the criminals are 

gone?”  

Coercive force can be used for just and moral purposes, which 

is not to argue that it always is or even that it normally is. But 

not only are just war theorists aware of that, but law 

enforcement officers on a daily basis. 

                                                                                                 

training or service forfeit their membership.” Articles of Faith, Rules 

and Discipline of the Mid-Atlantic Mennonite Fellowship, 1987 
3
 Obligated by whom, God? Does this mean that pacifists are not 

saved? 
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Do you think the Jews were not happy when Allied forces 

forcefully broke the back of Germany's Nazism? Prevent future 

and further holocausts. 

Do we recall Gandhi’s nonviolent, pacifist advice European 

Jews caught in the tragedy of Germany’s totalitarianism.  

Gandhi’s advice was that they commit suicide and thereby 

awaken the world’s conscience rather than fight against Nazi 

tyranny to get the world’s attention. This, it seems to me, is 

neither moral nor charitable nor just. 

20:02 - For this reason Reinhold Niebuhr caustically rejected 

the pacifist noninterventionist argument of his day in the 

1940’s which hoped  "if Britain had been fortunate enough to 

have produced 30%, instead of 2% of conscientious objectors 

to military service, then possibly Hitler’s heart would have in 

fact been softened and he would not have attacked Poland or 

anyone else."4 

The pacifism’s theological error is that temporary judgments in 

the present life, carried out through temporal authorities are 

not necessary.5 

                                                 
4
 Note: This point indicates especially that Charles is addressing 

liberal pacifism/pacifism and not Bercot/Taylor’s view, which they call 

“Biblical nonresistance”. This will be clarified later by Bercot. 
5
 Those holding to Biblical nonresistance would agree that temporal 

authorities can “wield the sword” as indicated by Romans 13:1, 4 and 

the Schleitheim Confession, Article II: “The sword is an ordering of 

God outside the perfection of Christ. It punishes and kills the wicked 

and guards and protects the good. In the law the sword is 
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Alas, justice without force is a myth, which is not to suggest 

that justice always requires force. As all of us here know, if we 

resist paying our taxes we will be forcibly imprisoned. 

“Alas, justice 

without force is 

a myth…” - J. 

Daryl Charles 

20:49 Neither Jesus, Nor John the Baptist nor [..] called soldiers 

away from their profession...in fact Jesus commends the faith 

of the Centurion...and God uses another soldier Cornelius to 

open Peters eyes that the faith is open to a wider audience. 

John the Baptist described repentance for solider as:  

1) be content with your wages and  

                                                                                                 

established over the wicked for punishment and for death and the 

secular rulers are established to wield the same…But within the 

perfection of Christ only the ban is used for the admonition and 

exclusion of the one who has sinned, without the death of the flesh, 

simply the warning and the command to sin no more.” 

http://www.anabaptistwiki.org/mediawiki/index.php/Schleitheim_Con

fession_(source) 

http://www.anabaptistwiki.org/mediawiki/index.php/Schleitheim_Confession_(source)
http://www.anabaptistwiki.org/mediawiki/index.php/Schleitheim_Confession_(source)
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2) don't use your position to oppress others 

22:20 – the church’s mainstream position (Catholic Catechism) 

affirms all vocations. Security, military affairs, daughter-in-law 

in diplomacy, informing army officers as I do on occasion, 

criminal justice, brings science to bear on national security 

issues. 

Autobiographical note: On my Mennonite/Anabaptists 

background: they rejected the sword because it was wielded 

against them by Catholics and Protestants6 and it is an overly 

simplistic interpretation. 

Just war is in the middle between militarism and pacifism. Just 

war shares pacifism's commitment to peace, but 

acknowledges the potential for an unjust peace, (the mafia, 

terrorists, and pirates) As Luther famously quipped "if the lion 

and the lamb will lie down together in our day, the lamb will 

need constant replacing" 

Closing statement: Just war is a marriage of justice and charity. 

                                                 
6
 The Schleitheim Confession itself gives the reason for rejecting the 

sword: The word & example of Christ. See Article IV: “Thereby shall 

also fall away from us the diabolical weapons of violence--such as 

sword, armor, and the like, and all of their use to protect friends or 

against enemies--by virtue of the word of Christ: ‘you shall not resist 

evil.’” Also see repeated references to either the word or example of 

Christ in Article VI which uses Matthew 11:29, John 8:11, John 8:22 & 

Luke 12:13. 

http://www.anabaptistwiki.org/mediawiki/index.php/Schleitheim_Con

fession_(source) 

 

http://www.anabaptistwiki.org/mediawiki/index.php/Schleitheim_Confession_(source)
http://www.anabaptistwiki.org/mediawiki/index.php/Schleitheim_Confession_(source)
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Dean Taylor: Opening Statement {24:51} 

 

24:51 It’s ironic that I am here, because 25 years ago I was a 

soldier in the US Army 

Personal story: Drill sergeant bellows out: What makes the 

grass grow? Chant: "Blood, blood, blood. Blood makes the 

grass grow. Kill, Kill, with cold blue steel." 

Contrasted with what my wife and I read in Matthew 5, 6, 7 we 

can do that, we're in the army. 

Taylor explains his quest for a justification of just war from the 

theologians: Theologians answered well the question of loving 

our neighbor. Augustine’s "as long as we have a heart 

disposition" Augustine said we can love our enemy and kill 

them, as long as our heart is right. The theologians could not 

dispel the simple, albeit impractical words of Jesus "love your 

enemies" 

What if Jesus really meant every word He said? 
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“What if Jesus 

really meant 

every word He 

said? –Dean 

Taylor 

29:09 - The "theologians failed" but the modern pacifists also 

didn't satisfy (explain an unrecognizable OT God, liberal 

politics overshadowed) 

30:23 - The political right is not being honest with the 

teachings of Jesus, especially on war and economics. The left 

was almost making nonsense of the justice of God of the 

OT...and this is where the early church fathers really helped 

me. They taught God doesn't change and the OT God was a 

warrior. And then Jesus said "I come not to bring peace, but a 

sword".  The early church believed something changed: HOW 

we fight. We fight and spread the kingdom, but by the 

Cross...like lambs to the slaughter... 
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We can come up with sophisticated theological arguments 

from silence, but when you take the actually words of Jesus 

and the first 300yrs of Christendom, it appears Jesus meant 

you should love your enemy’s, and this kind of love did not 

include killing them. 

Just War theory came in the 5th century, and while meant well, 

has marred the church more than any other mistake. How 

many witnessing efforts have been stymied by "But what 

about the Crusades? What about the Inquisition?" The worst 

atrocities are often by those who think they do God a service.  

31:55 Imagine what a world would look like if we live like He 

lived. 

Peter Kreeft: Opening Statement {32:40} 

 

That was very inspiring and I agree with your premises, I just 

don't think they entail your conclusions. 

32:40 - I have a soft spot for pacifism. When I debate atheists I 

wish there were no atheists in the world. When I debate moral 

relativists I wish there were none.  When I debate pro-

abortionists I wish there were none. But I am glad there are 

pacifists in the world, even though I am not one of them. (Like 

Tolkien who put the symbol of an honorable pacifist in Lord of 

the Rings, even though he wasn't a pacifist) 
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I'm going to apparently undercut my own position by giving 

10 arguments for pacifism...but then I’m going to refute each 

one of them. Let’s see if I can do that in 5 minutes. 

1) What part of thou shalt not kill don't you understand7 

a. The word kill which you just mistranslated, it 

means murder. The same God who said thou 

shall not murder also commanded capital 

punishment. 

2) The NT is radically new and the supreme model is 

Jesus on the Cross is the new model is martyrdom  

a.  Yes; this is quite true...for individuals. We don't 

fight fire with fire. When we have choice of 

fighting or giving up our life, giving up our life 

is the higher way, this is quite true. But Jesus 

did not give a political system8. The New 

Testament is not the Koran. Islam is wedded to 

a political system, Christianity is not.9 When 

Jesus said, Turn the other cheek, he was not 

                                                 
7
 Biblical nonresistance” as defended by Ante-Nicene fathers and 

outlined in the Schleitheim Confession does not look to the Old 

Testament nor Jewish law for inspiration but to Jesus’ radically new 

ethic of “Love your enemy” (sources to be added) 
8
 If by “political system” we mean “the structuring of relationships 

among persons in groups” (John Howard Yoder, The Politics of 

Jesus, Eerdmans Publishing Co, p42) then Jesus did give a “political 

system”. 
9
 Nonresistant Christians would agree that the Kingdom of God is 

“not wedded to [any] political system” of this world. But it is a 

“political system” and a kingdom that has its own ethics, ethics which 

are in a category of their own. 
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addressing governments10, he was addressing 

individuals. 

3) Peace is holy, a fruit of the Holy Spirit. Peace is the 

effect of Christ's revolution. 

a. This is true. But Jesus said I do not give peace 

as the world gives.11 He also said: I bring not 

peace, but a sword. We should take Jesus' 

words seriously. But Jesus spoke in paradoxes. 

4) 5:14 4-The real war is spiritual.  

a. This is true, absolutely true. Our enemies are 

our sin and spirits that inspire them... But our 

spiritual enemies often use flesh and blood, so 

this entails disarming them. 

5) Jesus stopped the most just violence in history: Peter 

defending Jesus.  

                                                 
10

 “Governments”: Nonresistant Christians agree that Christ was not 

addressing governments that use violence and promote nationalism. 

They would contend that Christ was addressing citizens of Christ’s 

kingdom that does not use coercion and does have a different ethic 

that governs its citizen’s interactions and relationships. (source to be 

added) 
11

 “I do not give peace as the world gives” triggers the question 

“How does the world achieve peace?” The Roman Emperor Hadrian 

gave an answer, often repeated since, to this question “Peace 

through strength, or failing that peace through threat.” (Elizabeth 

Speller (Oct 14, 2004). Following Hadrian?  Oxford University Press. 

p.69) Another way that the world achieves peace is through an 

altered state of mind that does not necessarily extend to entities 

outside the “mind”. (source)  
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a. Jesus approved of John as a good prophet in 

the old system. Jesus approved of centurion12. 

Paul (Romans 13:4) and Peter (1 Peter 2:14) 

defend the state using the sword. So are you 

going to separate Christ from His disciples? 

6) God is love, therefore love most motivate every action, 

of every minute of his life. How then can you kill 

people out of love?  

a. Your motive must not be to kill, but to defend. 

You defend the innocent out of love… as a last 

resort. Jesus did start a revolution. Whether 

that translates into political pacifism is open to 

question. 

7) War is hell. There is no such thing as a just war. James: 

What is origin of war? Greed. The origin of war is only 

evil. Even the Koran says Allah hates the aggressor. 

War is stupid.  

a. That’s true. There is no such thing as a just 

war. There is such a thing as just warring. A 

war against war. The use of violence as a last 

resort in defense, against a war of aggression. 

The end of a just war is not conquest, but 

peace.  

8) 38:53 All is fair in love and war...supposedly.  

a. That’s obviously nonsense. Pascal: “Two 

soldiers meet. Why are you killing me since I 

                                                 
12

 Jesus approved of the centurion’s faith but there is no record of 

Jesus ever approving of violence in war. Matthew 8:8-10.  
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am disarmed? Because you live on the wrong 

side of the river. Since you are from the other 

side of the river I must kill you.” Human justice 

is radically unjust and we do not live in utopia. 

Sometimes we need amputations. 

9) War always creates more evil than it corrects.  

a. That is questionable. Would it have been 

better if the Greeks had not warred against 

Xerxes? Romans against Hannibal? Us 

[Americans] against Hitler? Would that have 

created a better world?  

My time is up so I will reserve my 10th argument for the end. 

Moderator Questions 

Did the New Testament condone soldiers? {40:18} 

This question is from moderator. 

Taylor: Cornelius was a centurion and the Bible does not speak 

on if he left his profession. There were also other professions 

the Bible does speak about people leaving, including 

prostitutes, tax collectors and such. Does this mean prostitutes 

can be in the church? It is an argument from silence at best. 

John the Baptist needs a more thorough answer: He was the 

last prophet of the OT. (Before Sermon on the Mount)  

Question by Kreeft: How do you then defend Paul/Peter 

defending government using the sword? 
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Bercot: I realize there is a factor about us [Taylor/Bercot] you 

do not understand. There is liberal pacifism (they deny 

governments should have army/policemen etc.) and Biblical 

nonresistance, which is the position of the Schleitheim 

Confession that war is outside the perfection of Christ. This 

position does not take away from governments to have 

armies/policemen to defend themselves. We don't deny that 

and we support that with our taxes. When you ask this 

question I realize you weren't clear on our position. 

Taylor: More on Romans 13. Remember that Romans 13 

follows Romans 12 were Paul echoes many ethics of Jesus' 

Sermon on the Mount, not returning evil, God will bring 

vengeance. [Taylor reads Roman 13 passage] Romans 13 "For 

he [governments] are God's minister to you to good." Who 

was Paul referring to? Nero. Remember: The sword of Nero 

chopped off Paul's head. OT: Assyrians – The sword f my 

wrath, Jeremiah 25 Nebuchadnezzar – My servant/minister, 

Cyrus (My shepherd), as "God's minister”. God does use pagan 

governments to govern the world apart from where the 

church is in that. In Paul’s day those two kingdoms were 

separate. OT/NT consistent, there is no change there: God has 

his people and uses governments to do His will.  

Question by Kreeft: You are the President of the United States 

when it identified as a Christian nation. Even Pres. Truman 

uttered those words. [Christian nation] [He gives the example 

of a Quaker whom he lost a debate with. The Quaker 

president of the United States would not fight but welcomed 
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Khrushchev as a brother in Christ and preached the Gospel to 

him. I was impressed. That was very good.] What would you 

do? 

Bercot: Quakers try to combine the kingdom of the world and 

the kingdom of God. The Anabaptists have always presumed, 

like Paul, that the government will be "They" (someone else) I 

can't serve as commander in chief of the United States military 

if I'm not going to go to war. An Anabaptist has no business 

being in politics or being president.  

49:28 Charles: Harry Truman quip: anyone can be president 

and this is just the chance the poor little guy needs to take. 

Question by Kreeft: Even though you wouldn't be president, 

are you glad for a government that does protect you? 

Kreeft: Interjection-so you hope there are some pagans that 

do your dirty work for you? 

Bercot: No. no. I don't need protection for fellow nonresistant 

Christians. The world does need to take care of the world’s 

problems. 

Question from Charles: What do you do with fellow Christians 

who do not share your semi-pacifist ideas? How do you 

protect them? 

Bercot: The ones that don't share our belief protect 

themselves.  
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Question from Kreeft: Would you make laws to force them to 

believe like you? 

Bercot: Jesus doesn't force his teaching on anyone. Jesus lays 

out his teach and it is up to us if we want to embrace them or 

not. 
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“You are more 

consistent  

than I thought.” 

–Peter Kreeft 

Kreeft: You are more consistent than I thought. That’s a 

double standard: You are an individual pacifist but not a 

government pacifist. You would not go into government. 

Charles: You would believe they need to remain unbelievers 

so they can... 

Taylor interrupts: Absolutely not. We believe Christ is the cure 

for humanity.  

Charles I don't think you [Taylor] are answering the question. 

With this absolute distinction of church and government 

(Which began, at least formally, with Schleitheim 
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Confession?13) government participants cannot maintain faith 

and must maintain this separation? 

52:30 Taylor [wrongly thinks Charles is putting words into his 

mouth] Charles, not I’m asking   

Bercot: If a magistrate professes Christ he will need to resign. 

This is what happened in the early church. 

Charles: My question is: Would you want a professing 

magistrate...I see your answer is that he should step down. 

Bercot: This was the consistent position of the early church. 

53:24 Question from Kreeft: Local police use force to avoid 

unjust aggression. Would that be okay? Should you ask a 

policeman to stop being a policeman? 

53:43 - Bercot: Yes I think he would step down. But he will not 

need to protect against non-resistant Christians. We don't 

need policemen and we don't go to court. (Charles with 

hmmm look) 

Kreeft - Instead of talking about the individuals compared to 

state let’s look at purely on the individual level. Do you use 

force to stop children bully beating up other children? Do you 

use violence?14 

                                                 
13

 Canon 12 of the Council of Nicaea had Church wide scope. 

(source to be added) 
14

 Editor’s incredulous note: Can disciplining children seriously be 

used as justification for war? 
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Bercot: The Bible says you should discipline children. I want to 

address the issue that "if some violence is happening” you 

can’t do anything. Of course you can do something. You put 

yourself between them. You can restrain someone. Christians 

restrained Paul from going into the theater in Ephesus. If 

Christians could restrain Paul15, I think we should be able to 

restrain someone else.  

Kreeft question - What if a homicidal maniac shot one of your 

kids and was going to shoot another. All you could do was 

take the rifle off the wall and shoot him? Would you? 

Bercot: I don't own any guns. 

Taylor: I love the "what if" question. It’s a false dichotomy to 

say there are only 2 options: Shoot the guy or do nothing. It 

what we do that is different than those 2 options that makes 

us followers of Christ. Jesus’ concept of suffering love, how He 

would absorb evil. We can do many things, like put our self in 

harm’s way, but there is one thing we can't do: kill him. To 

take the "what if" question and use it as a defense for war is 

very strange...As if justifying war would avoid a rape case. But I 

don't want to sneak around...sometimes bad stuff happens, 

and it happens at our home16, and a Christian, must, in the 

                                                 
15

 Bercot is referring to Act 19:30 where Paul was planning to go into 

the theater at Ephesus but other Christians “suffered him not” 
16

 Anabaptists do meet violence. Some examples in recent history 

are: John Troyer (Guatemala) in 1980; Hoover, Dorcas, Awaiting the 

Dawn, Christian Light Publications (1992);  Amish woman’s murder in 

New Holland Pennsylvania (around 1985); Alfonzo Lima (Guatemala) 
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worst case be willing to die, or a family member dies, believing 

that Jesus Christ is the answer. And sometimes that is not 

always easy 57:44 

Nonresistance sounds passive. What would you do 

in Rwanda? {58:19} 

 

Taylor: Rwanda was a terrible, terrible tragedy. I'd like to break 

this down into 3 points: Before, during and after.  

1) Before: We need to admit those involved were 

Christians who were taught by Catholics and 

Evangelicals who did not show the way of Christ. 

Rwanda was considered a Christian nation. (Some 

would say) We as Christians need to take responsibility 

for how we cause these tyrants and Frankenstein’s.  

2) During the actual act/atrocities. Like in our home there 

is sometimes evil, so on the national scale (1:00:09). 

                                                                                                 

on December 29, 1996, March-April 1997 issue of the Mennonite Air 

Missions Newsletter and now available online here: 

http://www.anabaptists.org/news/martyr.html ; The Nickel Mines 

school shooting; and Marcus Kauffman (United States) on December 

2, 2013; http://www.wncn.com/story/24113881/deputies-newlywed-

man-shot-in-head-during-home-break-in-was-supposed-to-be-at-

florida-prison-with-church-choir . There are examples of violence 

that did not result in death: The  story of Pablo Yoder being robbed 

time after time and their solution was to eventually move away. 

(source to be added) 

http://www.anabaptists.org/news/martyr.html
http://www.wncn.com/story/24113881/deputies-newlywed-man-shot-in-head-during-home-break-in-was-supposed-to-be-at-florida-prison-with-church-choir
http://www.wncn.com/story/24113881/deputies-newlywed-man-shot-in-head-during-home-break-in-was-supposed-to-be-at-florida-prison-with-church-choir
http://www.wncn.com/story/24113881/deputies-newlywed-man-shot-in-head-during-home-break-in-was-supposed-to-be-at-florida-prison-with-church-choir
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Jesus said help and feed those people; it’s this 

different action that makes it the follower of Christ.17  

3) Afterwards. History has shown how our 

churches/Anabaptists have responded after the 

tragedies. We have a good track record of going into 

areas of catastrophes and helping. And avoid things 

1:01:03 Kreeft, you still haven't said what you would do during 

the Rwandan massacre. What would you do with a homicidal 

maniac? Do you have a right to <can’t hear>...?18 19 

Taylor: Of course we have the right. Didn’t Jesus have the 

responsibility not to die when he had the whole Christian 

church to found? Suffering love changes the world. 

                                                 
17

 The example of Jesus “during” an instance of violence was to tell 

others to put away the sword, to heal those wounded by the 

violence and to note this conflict could be won with force, but that 

was not the option to take to be in God’s will. (Matthew 28:51-53) 

Another example might be the woman caught in adultery whom the 

law seemed to indicate should die by stoning. In this case Jesus said 

that “he that is without sin” could (might be morally justified?) in 

starting the violent act of stoning. (Luke 8:1-11) 
18

 Some questions: If there is no gun what is there to do? What 

would a good violent resistance look like? How often do police stop 

the violent homicidal from killing as opposed to arriving after the 

crime? How often in hostage situations is the nonviolent option the 

best even when force is possible? 
19

 An anecdotal example is story of Pablo Yoder being robbed time 

after time and their solution was to eventually move away. (source to 

be added) 

http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+8%3A1-11&version=KJV
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1:01:50 Kreeft: But the maniac will kill you and then your 

children. Or you and then your children have no father...? 

 1:01:56 Bercot: We must live sheltered lives because 

nonresistant Christians don't seem to meet the homicidal 

maniacs that the Protestants and Catholics do...20 [Charles 

interjects: but Rwanda...and that’s worse] We'll get to Rwanda 

in a minute. [Bercot looks to audience] Does this happen to 

anyone? I ask Mennonite after Mennonite: Does this happen 

to you? There is something about God protecting our families. 

We seem to be victim of crimes far less than those who 

protect themselves. On Rwanda: you have two sets of 

Christians slaughtering each other, then you toss it to us and 

say "What would you do?" What a minute: Your people are 

slaughtering each other, what do you mean, what would *we* 

do? What we teach is don't fight, but the other way causes this 

horrible slaughter.   

Does justifying some violence lay ground work for 

unjustified violence? {1:03:12} 

 

                                                 
20

 See the prior footnote on Anabaptist violence.  Appears Bercot’s 

argument is not that violence never happens to Mennonites & 

Anabaptists, but that is it seldom enough (even in general society) 

and little benefit in resolving to respond in a violent manner but 

rather to look to God for protection. In the words of Moses in 

Exodus 14:13 and indeed, a theme of the OT: “Do not be afraid. 

Stand firm and you will see the deliverance the LORD will bring you 

today” 
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[Moderator: Seeing that Nazi Germany was a Lutheran 

country, do Just War Christian’s accept any responsibility for 

laying the ground work of violence? Many atrocities happen in 

Protestant and Catholic countries] 

Kreeft - Is that really a debatable question? We would teach 

nonviolence...I would teach the nonviolence of Jesus? 

Charles - I am not satisfied with the breakdown that "that is 

the rest of Christendom’s problem, in our communities we 

don't deal with that problem". That may be true and you’re 

commended for that. Life giving love crosses bridges to the 

world even in very violent cultures. The 800k to 1m who were 

macheted over 3 weeks did not happen overnight. I would 

want to ask questions that feed into intelligence (military 

intelligence), there is diplomacy that has to take place,  ...all 

governmental and NGO services need to be brought to bear 

where there is a sense that something is building. Your stereo 

type of just war in not accurate: The focus is on defense, not 

killing. Force is permitted. Today from highest levels the ethos 

is on defense. (1:06:32) It seems to me Rwanda is a great scare 

on the west based on love of neighbor...[he lists different 

neighbors] Nations who have power to prevent disaster must 

use any and all means to do that, under the banner of what is 

just. It will use every nonviolent option and then, yes, force as 

a last resort... Because violence is not happening in a certain 

community, great, but this is not carte blanche to doing 

nothing in the world. Certainly not carte blanche to reinterpret 

the whole New Testament to say it can't be permitted. Not 
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only does just war qualify which war, sometimes its moral 

wisdom can cause us to go both ways. Wisdom of the 

tradition sometimes causes us to hold back. {1:09:09} [Charles 

explains aspects of just war and some personal observations] 

I married a German woman; my father-in-law served 5 years in 

Poland working for the German railroad. Guess what he did? 

He was a railroad car switcher, for 5 years in Poland where the 

worst of the worst camps were. Now papa never talked to his 

family about his war time experiences and you can 

understand. But perhaps I’m a little more sensitized, not just to 

the importance of what do we do with the Jews, what do we 

do with the Jewish problem and they’re glad by the way, that 

force can be used for just purposes, they are glad that there is 

not a universal moral proscription. And if Christians are 

preventing that they’ll accept that too. 

Is view that “first 300 years of Christianity was 

opposed to war” too simplistic? {1:11:11} 

 

1:11:11 - Charles – I’m glad that over the last 30 years there 

has been a lot more research going on that shows there is 

ambiguity and diversity among the Ante-Nicene fathers view 

(before Constantine). The main pacifist fathers 

(Tertullian/Origen) Christians are serving [in the military] by the 

mid to late 2nd century. They are against that and they are 

not for that. These fathers personally require that Christians 

not be joining the military or fighting, But they are aware 
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Christians are getting involved in the military. I’m not surprised 

that there is diversity and ambiguity as the church develops 

and grows and infiltrates all of the culture. It’s not surprising, in 

my view, that you have silence the first 150 years, because it 

would not have been an issue, Christians were not yet serving 

in prominent capacities. So the fact that there is a gradual 

shift, and I would disagree strongly with John Howard Yoder 

that it was a radical shift, I think it was a gradual shift. 

Christians slowly infiltrated the government, going into the 

highways and byways, as more vocations and opportunities 

opened up to them. In that regard I recommend the work of 

just war historian James Turner Johnson who goes through the 

Ante-Nicene fathers and, no, it was not univocal. My problem 

is with selective exegesis and reading of history fails to allow 

some of the voices who go against the flow to speak21. Even 

Tertullian, the early Tertullian is not a rapid as the latter one, 

he’s not as anti-imperialistic. Earlier on he is writing in his 

Apology “We Christians are everywhere, and we do it gladly22. 

                                                 
21

 Editor comment: So are those who “go against the flow” heretics 

or just “going against the flow”? 
22

 Tertullian’s Apology, Chapter XLII “We are accused of being 

worthless to trade, a charge sufficiently refuted by our habits of life. 

BUT we are called up on another charge of injuries committed, and 

are accused of being unprofitable in ordinary business. Yet how can 

this be in the case of men who live amongst you and use the same 

food, dress, style of living, and necessaries of life? For we are not 

Brachmans or Indian gymnosophists, dwellers in the woods, or 

outlaws from life. We remember the gratitude that we owe to God 

our Lord and Creator; we reject no enjoyment of His works; true, we 

are moderate in our enjoyment of them, lest we should use them 
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We sail with you, we’re not afraid of going into your night 

clubs (even if we don’t) We are with you, we are farmers, we 

go into the inn. It’s only later on, and the perception might be 

that he’s reacting to an increasing trend within the Christian 

community. {1:14:02} Origen, the other principle pacifist father 

who is typically cited, in "Against Celsus" say this: "It is true we 

                                                                                                 

intemperately or wrongfully. Consequently we cannot live with you in 

the world without a market-place, or shambles, nor without baths, 

shops, workshops, inns, fairs, and other places of resort. We sail and 

fight with you; [the occupation of a soldier was regarded as lawful 

therefore. But see afterwards, the De Corona  chap. XI] we till the 

ground and engage in trade just as you do; similarly we join crafts, 

and throw our workmanship open to the public to your profit. How 

then we can seem to be unprofitable to your trades, when we live 

with you and by you, I am at a loss to understand. Moreover if I do 

not frequent your religious rites, yet all the same on that day I am 

still a man. I do not bathe on the eve of the Saturnalia, lest I should 

lose both night and day; yet I bathe at a proper and healthy hour, 

and preserve my warmth and colour; I shall be pale and stiff enough 

after my last bath when dead. I do not recline in public at the feast of 

Bacchus, as is the custom of the beast-fighters who are making their 

last meal; yet in some place or other I do sup, and from your 

resources. I buy no crown for my head; but what difference does it 

make to you how I use the flowers which I do undoubtedly 

purchase? I think they are more pleasing when free, and loose, and 

straying unarranged : but even if made up into a crown, we prefer to 

appreciate it with our noses, no matter that some people smell with 

their hair. We do not attend your public shows; yet if I want what is 

sold at those places of resort, I can get it more easily at the proper 

shops. True, we buy no incense: if the Arabians complain about this, 

the Sabaeans will know that their spices are consumed in greater 

quantities and at higher cost for the burials of Christians, than in 

fumigating your gods.” 

http://www.ccel.org/ccel/schaff/anf03.iv.iii.xlii.html  

http://www.ccel.org/ccel/schaff/anf03.iv.iii.xlii.html
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are pacific, we are peace loving, but we pray for the emperor, 

even though we don't fight in the wars, we support them and 

pray for them. We support the imperial process through our 

prayers."23 So Origen, even though he is personally pacifist, he 

is not against the Christian community supporting the imperial 

process through their priestly function.  

Bercot - That would be our position as well. That we support 

our country, our government through priestly function of 

prayer, that is all the early Christian did. Now you mentioned 

that there were Christians in the army and that is clear when 

you read the early Christian writings but at the same time it 

also very clear that every single writer that mentions it, 

condemns war, condemns killing, retaliating and all those 

things. So how do we reconcile soldiers in the army and being 

against killing. [Charles - no, there is not a univocal 

condemnation of war, that is not true] Ok, the ones who talk 

about it, but we'll get to that in a second. Let's clear this up, 

there is an apostolic tradition about what to do when people 

come for baptism (I know you are familiar with this because 

you write about it in your book) ..."An actor has to give it up, 

someone who makes idols has to give it up. A soldier of the 

civil authority must be taught not to kill man, and to refuse to 

do so if he is commanded, and to refuse to take an oath. If he 

is unwilling to comply, he must be rejected. A military 

commander or civic magistrate that wears the purple must 

                                                 
23

 It should be noted that nonresistant Christians today would also 

say this. 
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resign or be rejected. If a catechumen (someone studying to 

be a Christian) or a believer seeks to be a soldier, they must 

be rejected, for they have despised God."24 In ancient Rome 

there was no conscription, it was hereditary, your father was in 

it or you were hired. The enlistment period was 20 (sometimes 

25) years during most of the early Christian period. There was 

no way out, like conscientious objector. So Christians had 

choice of not allowing soldiers or asking them not to kill, even 

if asked to do so. So there is no contradiction here. 

1:17:07 Kreeft – Where did those words come from? What 

authority did those words have? Was it a universal authority 

over all of Christiandom? 

Bercot - It was not just one person. Hippolytus25 was an elder 

in the church at Rome.  

Kreeft – Was Hippolytus describing what all the churches do at 

baptism? Was that for everyone? 

1:18:18 Bercot - He was explaining what was in Rome. It’s a 

valid question whether this was the policy elsewhere. Ok, how 

about this one, Canon 12 of the Council of Nicaea, this is the 

whole church.26 "Those who had the first zeal and cast aside 

their military girdles, but afterwards returned like dogs to their 

                                                 
24

 Apostolic Tradition, Hippolytus (source to be added) 
25

 "Hippolytus of Rome was the most important 3rd-century 

theologian in the Christian church in Rome.”,Cross, F. L. (2005). The 

Oxford Dictionary of the Christian Church. Oxford University Press. 
26

 For the complete text of the Canon 12 of the Council of Nicaea 

see the appendix 
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own vomit, so that some by money or gifts regained their 

military stations, let these after they have passed the space of 

3 years "out of fellowship" and "no communion/no 

participation" for 10 years, and after that examine well what 

their repentance is like." So this is the whole church speaking, I 

see a very uniform position. [Kreeft -This was the Council of 

Nicaea? the whole church?] Yes. This is a very uniform 

position. It might seem strange but this was the Pax Romana, 

so soldiers spent very little time fighting. Most spent their time 

building road and bridges, aqueducts and civil service...so it 

was a very doable thing to not use the sword. A lot of soldier 

did die as martyrs because the issue did come up. 
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Panelists Question Each Other 

#1 Kreeft Asks: Would you lie to save a life? {1:19:33} 

 

Kreeft notes Jesus is also a revolutionary related to truth. 

Kreeft asks: If the Nazi come to your door and ask if you have 

Jews, would you lie to save the Jews? How does the Christian 

revolution help to answer this question?27 28 29 

                                                 
27

 Most Anabaptists do indeed believe truth telling is not situational. 

(source to be added) 
28

 An anecdotal example of Anabaptist truth telling:  An Anabaptist 

minister named Hans Buscher was fleeing for his life and was 

overtaken by catch polls who halted the carriage in which he with 

others was traveling. Upon their question, "Is Hans Buscher in the 

carriage,?'" he is said to have turned to his fellow travelers with the 

remark, "It is asked whether Hans Buscher is in the coach," and 

receiving a negative reply, he said to his pursuers, "The friends say, 

no.", D. B., 1868, p. 25; Vos, Menno Simons, p. 261. 
29

 An anecdotal example of non-violence and truth telling combined: 

The town in south west France, Le Chambon, was hiding Jews and in 

1942 the Vichy leader who came to town was publicly presented 

with a letter decrying the poor treatment of Jews elsewhere is 

France. It also included this line “We feel obliged to tell you there are 

among a certain number of Jews. But we make no distinction 

between Jews and non-Jews. It is contrary to the Gospel teaching…” 

The letter ended by saying “We have Jews. You’re not getting 
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Bercot: Interesting questions where you have to weigh things. I 

don't think Christ would lie, but He might not answer them. 

You can always pit Bible against itself: Like saying Romans 13 

says we need to obey the government but they tell you kill 

your children. Particular "what if" questions doesn’t undo every 

Jesus taught. [That situation is easily resolved by common 

sense and natural reason]  

Taylor: In our tradition we have the Martyrs Mirror that is full 

of real stories, not hypotheticals. Sometimes painful truth 

telling did get them in trouble. Sometimes they avoided the 

question. 

Kreeft: So you would let others die? So if you your  

Taylor: Yes, if you’re dumb you might die. Painful truth telling 

did happen. 

  

                                                                                                 

them.”, The Story of the Village of Le Chambon and How Goodness 

Happened There (Harper, 1994)  
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“I think all ethics 

are about 

relationships 

between 

persons.” –Peter 

Kreeft 

Kreeft:  I think all ethics are about relationships between 

persons. If a bullying soldier cannot be stopped other than by 

lethal force, he has then given up his right to life. And the 

Nazi's have given up their right to truth.ii 

#2 Taylor Asks: Is there just war teaching in the OT, 

NT or Ante-Nicene eras? {1:23:37} 

 

Kreeft: Implicitly words that are commanded by God are just. 

What is forbidden by God is unjust. There are no universal 
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rational criteria for what justifies a war. (Taylor states no such 

theology) Certainly implicit. God is just, God commands some 

wars, and therefore some wars must be just.  

Bercot: You’re evading the question now. Holy war vs just war. 

[there is some back and forth that needs to be corrected 

below] 

1:24:43 Kreeft – No, no no I disagree. If by holy war you mean 

a war commanded by God. Does God command it because it 

is just or is it just and then God commands it? That makes God 

arbitrary? 

Taylor: So there is no explicit just war theory in the OT. Is there 

just war theory in the NT? 

Kreeft: Implicitly.  

Taylor: Is there just war in the first 300 years of the church? 

That is a 4,000 year gap in your just war theory. 

Kreeft: That is a bit of an over simplification. 

Bercot: So who teaches just war in the early church? 

(Christians) 

1:26:46 Charles - There are pre Christian expressions of it, but 

it was refined primarily by Christian moral tradition. At first 

Ambrose and Augustine who and even they are not 

systematic. [Moderator clarifies: Ante-Nicene] Oh, ante-

Nicene, that is because the church has not permeated all of 
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society yet. No systematic conception of just war needed till as 

a people they have socialize and infiltrated all of the empire.  

Kreeft: Not just because you have more individual people in 

occupations, including the military, the obvious change is from 

a pagan empire to a Christian empire. [Taylor, say again?] 

From a pagan empire that contained some Christians to a 

Christian empire that contained some pagans.  

Bercot: We would say there is no such thing as a Christian 

empire [Kreeft -really?] You will need to compromise Jesus' 

teaching to have a whole empire become Christian, and that is 

exactly what happened. That's why you had to come up a just 

war theory.  

1:27:32 Kreeft: Isn’t even a small community an empire? so 

you cannot have an empire of Christians?  

Bercot - I'm not sure I would call it an empire. We're talking 

about nations, governments... You don't get imperial Rome 

everyone being Christian without compromising Jesus' 

teachings. 

Kreeft - Suppose every single citizen in the Roman empire 

converted to Christianity. Would you then have a Christian 

empire?  

Bercot - If they were real conversions...Origen hoped that 

would happen and if it did we won’t have wars because we 

can just pray and that will take care of it. 
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Kreeft - It’s not a matter of principle, but of prudence or 

pragmatism? 

Bercot – It’s a matter of compromise. You can't run a 

government of this world like the Sermon on the Mount. It’s 

wonderful if you can, but I don't know who ever has.  

Kreeft - So Jesus didn't intend that? 

Bercot - No Jesus did not. Jesus said "My kingdom is not of 

this world" Jesus did not intend to setup Christian 

governments who would not act any better than pagan 

governments. 

Taylor - It’s interesting that Jesus said this to Pilate and Pilate 

asked "Are you a king then?" as if, does that even count? 

Jesus: "yes, for this reason I have come into this world." Jesus 

whole purpose was to give a new way for humanity. It seems 

there was a dramatic shift when Constantine mixed the state 

and the church [matts note: Taylor says "world" in video/audio 

but means church]  

Audience Questions {1:30:28} 
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#1- To Pacifist/Nonresistant side: Are you concerned 

for Kreeft/Charles salvation?30 

 

[Laughter by panelists and audience] 

Taylor - Let me ask the question with a question. Can you be a 

follower of Christ without following Christ? 

Bercot - We don't believe going to war or holding to just war 

theory is the unforgivable sin. We think it is wrong, but we are 

not here to stand in judgment of others. 

Taylor - I'm particularly sensitive because I was a soldier. It can 

be a journey 

Charles - we are reading scripture with different lenses. We 

have 2 interpretive models. Let’s be honest about that. We all 

have filters; we can be honest about this. This position would 

be heretical.31 You have a different understanding of theology 

                                                 
30

 This question has a corollary for the just war side as well. Charles 

says earlier: “While the Christian pacifist is not required to use force 

in self-defense, we are obligated to defend an innocent 3rd party” 

Does this mean the nonresistant people are “heretics” for not using 

force to protect? In fact Charles’ actually says this in his comments 

on question #1 on the next page. “This position would be heretical.” 
31

 Editor: on a cheeky note, heretics have a much improved situation 

in relation to a Christian church were violence is not even an option 

against heretics. So if you are a heretic, hope it is in relation to a 

nonresistant Christian church. 
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and the cosmic redemption of all things that Paul brings up. 

Creation mandates. [More missing that needs added here’  

 

#2- How can you kill an unbeliever knowing you are 

sending them to hell? 

 

[It was noted this was a 7year old’s question] 

Charles - Only God knows who is going to hell and who isn't.  

Kreeft - Socrates was not a Christian, but I would be surprised 

not to see him in heaven. He was a martyr for truth and 

sought the true God. He just didn't have information needed, 

so I don't think we can make that judgment. The only motive 

to kill is in a holy motive when you think it is what God wants 

you to do. We think it is possible, you do not. 1:34:19  

Charles - Luther answers this question in a very interesting 

way. He answers the question "How can charity kill?" Luther 

said: It seems very hard to believe that charity could take 

another’s life. But he would look to the medical amputation as 

an analogy. It sheds blood, but it is charitable." C. S. Lewis in 

"God in the Dock" What does it mean to be like god? Hold 

them accountable and treat them as moral agents. Maybe not 

all of us are thankful for criminal justice, but I am and think it 

provides a valuable service. Just war recap: Right authority, just 

cause and right motive or intention. Charity must be wed to 
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justice. Charity must motivate all we do, even those of us who 

are non-pacifist ideologically. 

#3- Bercot Asks Charles: What sources support 

Christians joining the Legion? 

 

Bercot to Charles – You note the Ante-Nicene position on war 

was nuanced, Tertullian changed his position over the years, 

and your books say they were Christian when they joined the 

Legion. What supports this? 

Charles - That was speculation.  

[Back and forth about reading a source, finally left that it could 

be read during closing statements] 

 

#4- If the Pope cannot determine what a just war is 

who can? 

 

[Questioner notes that Pope the 8th issued a Papal Bull About 

Exterminating the Waldensians.32 Who can correctly determine 

what is a just war?] 

Charles - The Catholic Catechism says this happens via 

representative political figures. There should be national 

                                                 
32

 (add source) 
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conversation. It’s not the church that should be making such 

pronouncements. 

 

Closing Statements {1:39:56} 

J. Daryl Charles Closing Statement 

Charles - The importance of the church's mainstream 

teaching. The interpretation of scripture and history should be 

a consensus. It’s not like God didn't have a church for the 

better part of 16 centuries. There is a view that the church fell, 

compromised, became a handmaiden of the state--that 

portrait needs to be adjusted. It’s not so tidy; it’s a little 

messier. There was not a radical shift at the time of 

Constantine. After the persecution of Diocletian (not only 

Eusebius) Christians rejoiced that the king would be looking to 

God. I would argue for more ambiguity, diversity and it has 

always been this way in the church. I disagree with John 

Howard Yoder’s focus on Rev 13 at the expense of Romans 

13. Yoder understood powers to be evil. If authority flows from 

the throne of heaven how can they be evil? God works 

through government so we should want to join it to leaven 

culture. Authority is not evil per se, even if it could be used for 

evil. Augustine in City of God, while Rome crumbling around 

him: we are citizens of two cities and we better take care of 

the city of man too. I think this meshes with the Pauline 

redemption of all things and being faithful there in.  
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[more fixes below required] 

I want to thank my wife, who is a medical professional, my 

daughter, military personal, daughter in law, son, Shakespeare  

(Tertullian would not like that), sister Department of State, son 

show horses, that’s worldly they are all illustrations that a clear 

separation is not clear 

 [he lists family members in various vocational roles, some 

government related] and notes that this shows ??? it’s not 

clearly separated.  

David Bercot Closing Statement 

{1:44:30} - Bercot - We are friends, but we feel strongly. 

You've heard 2 views: Nonresistance and the just war theory. 

One of these approaches works in real life and the other one 

doesn't. You would think this is the just war theory, and it 

sounds good on paper. But it is a fantasy position...I was 

looking this evening for a war that just war stopped, or a war 

where all or most Christians said they would not participate 

because that war is unjust. The fact is in all wars Christians 

have felt it was just cause. Every war gets justified. Every war in 

the middle ages was a just war. The Pope noted that if you got 

killed in the Crusades you could go straight to heaven. He 

encouraged the invasion of England by the Normans. This is 

when Christians were in charge of things. Look what a mess 

Christian war made of Europe. We have more peace in Europe 

in the last 70 years after Europeans have given up on 

Christianity, than all those years/centuries Christians were in 

charge and had war after war after war. Has nonresistance 
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ever been tried on a large scale? Yes it has been tried; it was 

the original position for 300 years it was the uniform voice of 

the church when they didn't kill pagans, let alone other 

Christians. There is not one incident in the Ante-Nicene era of 

one Christian killing another Christian. That is remarkable 

because you did not have that after Augustine and Ambrose 

and the just war theory. It wasn't just war Augustine said was 

okay, he gave a nice apology for torture; he gave a nice 

apology for religious persecution. He was great at coming up 

with reasons Christians can live no different than the world 

and act the same way. We know in the OT God allowed war. 

But the prophets pointed to a new era, when men would beat 

their sword into plowshares and their spears into pruning 

hooks. When nation would not lift up sword against nation, 

neither would they learn war any more. Some say that is for 

the millennium, but the early Christians said, No, this is 

happening right now. Writer after writer quotes this prophesy 

and says, look at us, we have beaten our plowshares and 

learned war no more. There aren't many Christian churches 

that can say that today. All through the years there have been 

Christians that have observed Biblical nonresistance and held 

the position as the early church and prayed for their 

governments down to today. Jesus preached "Repent, for the 

kingdom of heaven is at hand." And he invited people to join 

his kingdom and walk in his footsteps. Tonight, 2,000 years 

later, his invitation still stands.  
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Kreeft Closing Statement 

{1:49:09} – C. S. Lewis gave a lecture "Why I am not a pacifist" 

to the English Pacifist Society. (Like Daniel lecturing lion’s in 

the den) I would like to give his 4 reasons. I know our 

opponents are not classic pacifists, but I still call them semi-

pacifists, although I think still relevant.  

1) It is a practical necessity. One man might be able to be 

dealt without the death penalty, but it is certain that a 

whole nation cannot be prevented from taking what it 

wants without war. That death/pain is the greatest evil 

is a kind of materialist ethic. A suppression of a higher 

religion or culture by a lower is an even greater evil. 

That submission is better than war. Only liberal 

societies tolerate pacifists. If pacifists are enough, the 

country will be taken over by a country that doesn't.  

2) The world echoes with praise for righteous war. I must 

part company with Homer, Plato, Aristotle, Egypt, etc. 

That is at least serious although not compelling 

argument.  

3) Divine authority: Must I stand aside for the homicidal 

maniac?  

4) Motivation-it’s very difficult to not fight with wrong 

motive. Extremely hard to overcome. But you can have 

a high and holy motive. War has been presumed to 

selfish. Well perhaps on the part of those planning it 

but not necessarily those fighting. [missing things] 

Pacifism threatens with almost nothing. 
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Dean Taylor Closing Statement 

1:54:37 - Kierkegaard noted "The matter is simple; the Bible is 

very easy to understand. But us Christians are a bunch of 

scheming swindlers. We pretend to not understand because 

we know very well that once we understand we will be obliged 

to act accordingly. Take any words in the NT and pledge 

yourself to act accordingly. My, you say, if I do that, my whole 

life will be ruined. How would I ever get on in the world? 

...Herein lies the real place of Christian scholarship: Christian 

scholarship is its prodigious attempt to defend itself against 

the Bible. To ensure that we can continue to be good 

Christians without the Bible coming too close. Oh priceless 

scholar ship. What would we do without you? Dreadful to fall 

into the hands of the living God, yes but it is even more 

dreadful to be alone with the New Testament!" Yes, the matter 

is quite simple and Jesus put it in very simple terms, just two 

words: Follow Me. There is a lot in those two words. There 

have been many ways Jesus words have been ignored 

throughout the centuries. I was told in my youth that Jesus' 

words were for a different dispensation, a millennial reign, or 

for heaven or something. But I had to ask, seriously, how hard 

is it to love your enemies in heaven? Ultimately I had to come 

to terms with the fact that these teachings are for today. I had 

to ask myself, can a person be a follower of Christ without 

following Christ? It seems what odd to ask this, but this seems 

to be what we are arguing today. The hard part for all of us is 

that following Jesus eventually leads to a cross. The good 

news is that because of the resurrection we never really die. 
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This promise of the resurrection gave incredible power to the 

early church. Once you have confidence what your eternity will 

be like, it really affects your life. Jesus said: whoever will not 

bear his cross and follow me cannot be my disciple. It doesn't 

mean we have a martyrdom complex but it does mean having 

a theology of martyrdom. A life genuinely dead to our self but 

alive to Christ. Without this ALL the teachings of Christ are 

nonsense. Simple, but not easy. I think the "what if" questions 

are the best ones asked in these kinds of debates. ..We can 

look at theology or scary history, but when it comes home it is 

harder. But the truth is sometimes bad things happen, as 

we've said. But Christians have a secret weapon. In Romans 

8:35 we have what I call the Christian nuclear warhead. 

Conjure up the worst "what if" you can think off: Hitler takes 

over, robber in house, someone kicks my dog. Listen to what 

Apostle Paul says: 35 Who shall separate us from the love of 

Christ? shall tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or famine, 

or nakedness, or peril, or sword? 36 As it is written, For thy 

sake we are killed all the day long; we are accounted as sheep 

for the slaughter. (that doesn't sound like just war to me)...In 

all these things we are more than conquerors" Did he leave 

anything out? This is the theology of martyrdom.  

Napoleon after defeat "I know men and I tell you that Jesus 

Christ is no mere man. Between and every other person there 

is no comparison. No comparison Caesar, Jesus founded his 

empire on love. In this hour millions would stand up and die." 

Are you one of them? Join and let us build the kingdom. 
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 [Applause for all panelists and end of debate] 
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Appendix 

Thoughts and Questions on Just War and 

Nonresistance from the Debate 

Are there ways nonresistant Christians can be more proactive 

in the “During” stage [using Taylor’s stages] of violence and 

war?33 

If there are just wars there are surely unjust wars. Which wars 

has just war theory avoided or stopped? Or even instructed 

Christians to not participate in? 

If evil men have given up their right to the truth, [as Kreeft 

seems to note] does this mean Christians can lie when asked if 

they are Christians to avoid persecution or death? And hasn’t 

anyone who is going to kill a Christian for their faith, given up 

their right to truth? 

Where in Jesus’ teachings do we find just war criteria or 

discussion? (we might blame the early church for not realizing 

they would be running coercive empires after cultural 

saturation happened, but surely not Jesus?) If just war is not 

based on Jesus’ teachings, but on Socrates, Aristotle, the 

Egyptians and others, is it Christian? 

                                                 
33

 Would medical care for both sides of a war be an option? The 

mother of Anna Jarvis (commonly considered founder of Mother’s 

Day) The Sacramento Bee, April 29, 2014 

http://www.sacbee.com/2014/04/28/6359215/hallmark-celebrates-

100th-year.html 

 

http://www.sacbee.com/2014/04/28/6359215/hallmark-celebrates-100th-year.html
http://www.sacbee.com/2014/04/28/6359215/hallmark-celebrates-100th-year.html


56 Nonresistance versus Just War | Should Christians Fight? 

 

If it is a Christian duty to fight and win some wars, then it is not 

the Christian’s duty to build the best war machinery? But then 

isn’t the New Testament Christian in essence building up 

“horses and chariots” which God consistently prohibited His 

people from trusting in, even in the Old Testament?34 

The Old Testament theme and Jewish view of their history that 

“God will fight our wars” seems to go by the wayside in just 

war theory. Is this so? 

Are there statistics on effective use of violence for self-

defense? Are there statistics on police using diplomacy or 

peaceful means versus force in hostage or violent situations? 

How often is force able to stop violence in a break-in 

situation? How often is lethal force successful in stopping the 

random “homicidal maniac”? 

What is the nature of love? Can one really love in their heart 

while killing with their hands? 

Is any war unjust in the eyes of those who fight it?  

                                                 
34

 To quote J. Ellul speaking on the subject of propaganda: “…One 

recalls from the Bible that confidence in anything other than God is 

condemned. But here it is enough to ask oneself: if one really does 

not believe in these instruments and really does not put one’s 

confidence in them, why use them? If one uses them, one has 

confidence in their value and effectiveness; to deny this is hypocrisy.” 

Propaganda: The Formation of Men’s Attitudes; Jacques Ellul, 

Vintage Books, 1973 p231 
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If most Christians and Christian institutions disregard Christ 

and other New Testament teaching, does this justify 

disobedience? Is the Kingdom of God based on precedent 

and/or tradition that is not in alignment with Christ’s teaching? 

Matthew 7:21-23; John 14:15 

If nonresistance was the consistent position of the Christian 

church for the first 300 years, surely at the time of Constantine 

there would have been huge outcry by Christian leaders to the 

“militarization” of Christianity. Are there historical sources to 

document such an outcry? Or was “the heat slowly turned up” 

like the story of the frog in hot water? 

[per Kreeft] Can we sacrifice truth for relationship? [Kreeft: 

Ethics are based on relationships between people.] Is 

sacrificing truth for human relationship in essence sacrificing a 

relationship with the Truth for relationship with people? 

Nonresistance seems to take the plain words and example of 

Jesus as a life pattern. Just war seems to take Biblical silence 

and possibly implied action as justification to contradict Jesus’ 

plain words? 

Kreeft notes in his opening statement: “the New Testament is 

radically new and the supreme model is Jesus on the 

cross…this is quite true for individuals…” It seems if this is 

actually being taught then there would be a flood of demand 

for pacifist & nonresistant literature “for personal use”. Do we 

see this? 
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Suggested Reading 

“From pacifism to just war theory: the development of 

Christian attitude to war and military service from the late first 

century to the early fifth century” Luke Arnold, George Fox 

University 

http://digitalcommons.georgefox.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?arti

cle=1005&context=seminary_masters 

 

Schleitheim Confession (Anabaptist 1527) 

Article VI. We have been united as follows concerning the 

sword. The sword is an ordering of God outside the perfection 

of Christ. It punishes and kills the wicked and guards and 

protects the good. In the law the sword is established over the 

wicked for punishment and for death and the secular rulers 

are established to wield the same.  

But within the perfection of Christ only the ban is used for the 

admonition and exclusion of the one who has sinned, without 

the death of the flesh, simply the warning and the command 

to sin no more.  

Now many, who do not understand Christ's will for us, will ask; 

whether a Christian may or should use the sword against the 

wicked for the protection and defense of the good, or for the 

sake of love.  

The answer is unanimously revealed: Christ teaches and 

commands us to learn from Him, for He is meek and lowly of 

http://digitalcommons.georgefox.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1005&context=seminary_masters
http://digitalcommons.georgefox.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1005&context=seminary_masters
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heart and thus we shall find rest for our souls. Now Christ says 

to the woman who was taken in adultery, not that she should 

be stoned according to the law of His Father (and yet He says, 

"What the Father commanded me, that I do") but with mercy 

and forgiveness and the warning to sin no more, says: "Go, sin 

no more." Exactly thus should we also proceed, according to 

the rule of the ban.  

Second, is asked concerning the sword: whether a Christian 

shall pass sentence in disputes and strife about worldly 

matters, such as the unbelievers have with one another. The 

answer: Christ did not wish to decide or pass judgment 

between brother and brother concerning inheritance, but 

refused to do so. So should we also do.  

Third, is asked concerning the sword: whether the Christian 

should be a magistrate if he is chosen thereto. This is 

answered thus: Christ was to be made king, but He fled and 

did not discern the ordinance of His Father. Thus we should 

also do as He did and follow after Him, and we shall not walk 

in darkness. For He Himself says: "Whoever would come after 

me, let him deny himself and take up his cross and follow me." 

He Himself further forbids the violence of the sword when He 

says: "The princes of this world lord it over them etc., but 

among you it shall not be so." Further Paul says, "Whom God 

has foreknown, the same he has also predestined to be 

conformed to the image of his Son," etc. Peter also says: 

"Christ has suffered (not ruled) and has left us an example, 

that you should follow after in his steps."  
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Lastly, one can see in the following points that it does not befit 

a Christian to be a magistrate: the rule of the government is 

according to the flesh, that of the Christians according to the 

Spirit. Their houses and dwelling remain in this world, that of 

the Christians is in heaven. Their citizenship is in this world, 

that of the Christians is in heaven. The weapons of their battle 

and warfare are carnal and only against the flesh, but the 

weapons of Christians are spiritual, against the fortification of 

the devil. The worldly are armed with steel and iron, but 

Christians are armed with the armor of God, with truth, 

righteousness, peace, faith, salvation, and with the Word of 

God. In sum: as Christ our Head is minded, so also must be 

minded the members of the body of Christ through Him, so 

that there be no division in the body, through which it would 

be destroyed. Since then Christ is as is written of Him, so must 

His members also be the same, so that His body may remain 

whole and unified for its own advancement and upbuilding. 

For any kingdom which is divided within itself will be destroyed 

To read the complete Schleitheim Confession see: 

http://www.anabaptistwiki.org/mediawiki/index.php/Schleithei

m_Confession_(source) 

 

First Council of Nicaea, AD 325, Canon 12 on 

Soldiers Rejoining the Military 

As many as were called by grace, and displayed the first zeal, 

having cast aside their military girdles, but afterwards returned, 

http://www.anabaptistwiki.org/mediawiki/index.php/Schleitheim_Confession_(source)
http://www.anabaptistwiki.org/mediawiki/index.php/Schleitheim_Confession_(source)
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like dogs, to their own vomit, (so that some spent money and 

by means of gifts regained their military stations); let these, 

after they have passed the space of three years as hearers, be 

for ten years prostrators. But in all these cases it is necessary 

to examine well into their purpose and what their repentance 

appears to be like. For as many as give evidence of their 

conversions by deeds, and not pretence, with fear, and tears, 

and perseverance, and good works, when they have fulfilled 

their appointed time as hearers, may properly communicate in 

prayers; and after that the bishop may determine yet more 

favourably concerning them. But those who take [the matter] 

with indifference, and who think the form of [not] entering the 

Church is sufficient for their conversion, must fulfil the whole 

time. 

Source: http://www.newadvent.org/fathers/3801.htm 

Napoleon on Christ, by Cardinal Gibbons 

“I will tell you. Alexander, Caesar, Charlemagne, and myself 

have founded great empires. But our empires were founded 

on force. Jesus alone founded His empire on love, and to this 

day millions would die for Him. I think I understand something 

of human nature, and I tell you, all these were men, and I am a 

man. Jesus Christ was more than man.” 

“I have inspired multitudes with a devotion so enthusiastic that 

they would have died for me. But to do this it was necessary 

that I should be visibly present with the electric influence of my 

looks, my words, my voice. Who cares for me now removed as 

http://www.newadvent.org/fathers/3801.htm
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I am from the active scenes of life, and from the presence of 

men? Who would now die for me?” 

“Christ alone across the chasm of eighteen centuries makes a 

demand which is beyond all others difficult to satisfy. He asks 

more than a father can demand of his child, or a bride of her 

spouse, or a man of his brother. He asks for the human heart. 

He will have it entirely to Himself. He demands it 

unconditionally, and forthwith His demand is granted.” 

“Wonderful! In defiance of time and space, the soul of man 

with all its powers and faculties becomes an annexation to the 

empire of Christ. This phenomenon is unaccountable; it is 

altogether beyond the scope of man’s creative powers.” 

“Time, the great destroyer, is powerless to extinguish this 

sacred flame. This is what strikes me most. This is what proves 

to me quite convincingly that Jesus Christ is God.” 

Source: 

http://www.patheos.com/blogs/yimcatholic/2011/03/for-

napoleons-answer-to-the-question-who-is-jesus-christ.html 

 “Whether Soldiers Too Can Be Saved” by Martin 

Luther 

In the first place, a distinction must be made between an 

occupation and the man who is in it, between a work and the 

doer of it. An occupation or a work can be good and right in 

itself and yet be bad and wrong if the man in the occupation, 

or the doer of the work is not good and right, or does not do 

http://www.patheos.com/blogs/yimcatholic/2011/03/for-napoleons-answer-to-the-question-who-is-jesus-christ.html
http://www.patheos.com/blogs/yimcatholic/2011/03/for-napoleons-answer-to-the-question-who-is-jesus-christ.html
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his duty rightly. The office of a judge is a precious and godly 

office, whether it be that of Mundrichter or that of Faustrichter, 

whom we call executioner. But when the office is assumed by 

one to whom it has not been committed or by one who, 

though it has been committed to him, discharges its duties 

with a view to securing money or favor, then it is no longer 

right or good. The married state, also, is precious and godly, 

but there is many a rascal and knave in it. It is just the same 

way with the occupation or work of the soldier; in itself it is 

right and godly, but we must see to it that the persons who 

are in the occupation and who do the work are the right kind 

of persons, godly and upright. This we shall hear. 

In the second place, I would have it understood that I am not 

speaking, this time, about the righteousness that makes men 

good in the sight of God. 

For the only thing that can do that is faith in Jesus Christ, 

granted and given us by the grace of God alone, without any 

works or merits of our own, as I have written and taught so 

often and so much in other places; but I am speaking here 

about external righteousness which is to be sought in offices 

and works. In other words, to put it plainly, I am dealing here 

with such questions as these, — whether the Christian faith, by 

which we are accounted righteous before God can tolerate, 

alongside it, that I be a soldier, go to war and slay and stab, 

rob and burn, as one does to enemies, by military law, in times 

of war; whether this work is sin or wrong, about which one 

should have scruples before God; or whether a Christian must 
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only do good and love, and kill no one, nor do anyone any 

harm. I say that this office or work, even though it were godly 

and right, can nevertheless become bad and wrong, if the 

person engaged in it is wrong and bad. 

In the third place, it is not my intention to explain here at 

length how the occupation and work of a soldier is in itself 

right and godly, because I have written quite enough about 

that in the book On Temporal Government. For I might boast 

here that, since the time of the Apostles, the temporal sword 

and temporal government have never been so clearly 

described or so highly praised as by me. This even my 

enemies must admit, but the reward and honorable thanks 

that I have earned by it are to have my doctrine called 

seditious, and condemned as resistance to rulers. God be 

praised for that! 

For the very fact that the sword has been instituted of God to 

punish the evil and protect the good and preserve peace, ( 

Romans 13:1, 1 Peter 3:1) is proof, powerful and sufficient, that 

fighting and slaying and the other things that war-times and 

martial law bring with them, have been instituted by God. 

What else is war than the punishment of wrong and evil? 

Why does anyone go to war, except because he desires peace 

and obedience? 

Although slaying and robbing do not seem to be a work of 

love, and therefore a simple man thinks it not a Christian thing 

to do, yet in truth even this is a work of love. By way of 
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illustration, a good physician, when a disease is so bad and so 

great that he has to cut off a hand, foot, ear, eye, or let it 

decay, does so, in order to save the body. Looked at from the 

point of view of the member that he cuts off, he seems a cruel 

and merciless man; but looked at from the point of view of the 

body, which he intends to save, it turns out that he is a fine 

and true man and does a work that is good and Christian, as 

far as it goes. In the same way, when I think of the office of 

soldier, how it punishes the wicked, slays the unjust, and 

creates so much misery, it seems an unchristian work and 

entirely contrary to Christian love; but if I think of how it 

protects the good and keeps and preserves house and home, 

wife and child, property and honor and peace, then it appears 

how precious and godly this work is, and I observe that it cuts 

off a leg or a hand, so that the whole body may not perish. 

For if the sword were not on guard to preserve peace, 

everything in the world must go to ruin because of lack of 

peace. Therefore, such a war is only a little, brief lack of peace 

that prevents an everlasting and immeasurable lack of peace, 

a small misfortune that prevents a great misfortune. 

When men write about war, then, and say that it is a great 

plague, that is all true; but they should also see how great the 

plague is that it prevents. If people were good, and glad to 

keep peace, war would be the greatest plague on earth; but 

what are you going to do with the fact that people will not 

keep peace, but rob, steal, kill, outrage women and children, 

and take away property and honor? The small lack of peace, 

called war, or the sword, must set a check upon this universal, 
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world-wide lack of peace, before which no one could stand. 

Therefore God honors the sword so highly that He calls it His 

own ordinance, and will not have men say or imagine that 

they have invented it or instituted it. For the hand that wields 

this sword and slays with it is then no more man’s hand, but 

God’s, and it is not man, but God, who hangs, tortures, 

beheads, slays and fights. All these are His works and His 

judgments. In a word, in thinking of the soldier’s office, we 

must not have regard to the slaying, burning, smiting, seizing, 

etc. That is what the narrow, simple eyes of children do, when 

they see in the physician only a man who cuts off hands or 

saws off legs, but do not see that he does it to save the whole 

body. So, too, we must look at the office of the soldier, or the 

sword, with grown-up eyes, and see why it slays and acts so 

cruelly. Then it will prove itself to be an office that, in itself, is 

godly, as needful and useful to the world as eating and 

drinking or any other work. 

There are some who abuse this office, and slay and smite 

needlessly, for no other reason than because they want to; but 

that is the fault of the persons, not of the office, for where is 

there an office or a work or any other thing so good that self-

willed, wicked people do not abuse it? They are like crazy 

physicians who would cut off a sound hand, without necessity 

and just because they wanted to; nay, they are a part of that 

universal lack of peace which must be prevented by right war 

and sword, and forced into peace. It always happens, and 

always has happened that those who begin war unnecessarily 

are beaten, for they cannot finally escape God’s judgment, 
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that is, His sword; it finds them and strikes them at last, as 

happened to the peasants in the revolt. f51 In confirmation of 

this, we have the greatest preacher and teacher, next to Christ, 

namely, John the Baptist ( Luke 3:1) who, when soldiers came 

to him and asked what they should do, did not condemn their 

occupation and did not bid them desist from it, but rather 

confirmed it and said, “Be content with your wages and do no 

one violence or wrong.” Thus he praised the profession of 

arms and, at the same time, forbade the abuse of it. For the 

abuse does not affect the office. Thus Christ, when He stood 

before Pilate, admitted that war was not wrong, when He said, 

“Were I king of this world, then would my servants fight that I 

should not be handed over to the Jews.” Here, too, belong all 

the stories of war in Old Testament, the stories of Abraham, 

Moses, Joshua, the Judges, Samuel, David, and all the Kings in 

the people of Israel. If war and the occupation of arms were in 

itself wrong and displeasing to God, we should have to 

condemn Abraham, Moses, Joshua, David, and all the rest of 

the holy fathers, kings, and princes, who served God in this 

occupation and are of high renown in Scripture because of 

this work. All this is well-known to all who have read even a 

little in Holy Scripture, and there is no need to offer further 

proof of it here. 

Someone, perhaps, would say at this point that the case was 

different with the holy fathers, because God had separated 

them from the other nations by choosing them as His people, 

and had bidden them fight; and that, for this reason, their 

example was insufficient for a Christian under the New 
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Testament, since they had God’s command and fought in 

obedience to God, while we have no command to fight, but 

rather to suffer, and put up with everything. This objection is 

answered clearly enough by St. Peter and St. Paul, both of 

whom command obedience to worldly ordinances and to the 

commandments of worldly rulers even under the New 

Testament, and we have heard above that St. John the Baptist 

taught soldiers, as a Christian teacher, and yet allowed them 

to remain soldiers, only so that they did not abuse their 

occupation, did no one violence or wrong, and were content 

with their wages. Therefore, even under the New Testament, 

the sword is established by God’s word and commandment, 

and those who use it aright and fight obediently, serve God 

thereby and are obedient to His Word. 

Think for yourself! If we were to give way on this point and 

admit that war was wrong in itself, we would then have to give 

way on all other points and allow that the use of the sword 

was entirely wrong. For if the sword is a wrong thing when 

used for fighting, it would also be a wrong thing when used 

for punishing evil-doers and keeping the peace; in a word 

everything it does would have to be wrong. For what is just 

war, except the punishment of evil-doers and the maintenance 

of peace? If one punishes a thief or a murderer or an 

adulterer, that is punishment inflicted on a single evil-doer; but 

in a just war one punishes at one time a whole great crowd of 

evil-doers, who are doing harm in proportion to the size of 

the crowd. 



69 Nonresistance versus Just War | Should Christians Fight? 

 

If, therefore, one work of the sword is good and right, they are 

all right and good, for the sword is a sword and not a fox-tail, 

and it is called, in Romans 13:4, “The wrath of God.” 

But in reply to their objection that Christians are not 

commanded to fight and that examples are not enough, 

because they have a teaching from Christ that they are not to 

resist evil, but suffer all things, — in reply to this I have made 

sufficient answer in my book On Temporal Authority. For 

Christians, indeed, do not fight and have no worldly rulers 

among them. 

Their government is a spiritual government, and, according to 

the Spirit, they are subjects of no one but Christ. Nevertheless, 

so far as body and property are concerned, they are subject to 

worldly rulers and owe them obedience. If worldly rulers call 

on them to fight, then they ought to and must fight, and be 

obedient, not as Christians but as members of the state and 

obedient subjects, as regards the body and temporal 

possessions. 

Therefore, when they fight, they do it not for themselves or on 

their own account, but as a service and act of obedience to 

the rulers under whom they are, as St. Paul writes to Titus, 

“They shall obey the rulers.” 

That is the sum and substance of it. The sword is in itself right 

and is a divine and useful ordinance, which God will have not 

despised, but feared, honored, and obeyed, on pain of 

vengeance, as Paul says, in Romans 13:4. For He has 
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established two kinds of government among men. The one is 

spiritual; it has no sword, but it has the Word, by means of 

which men are to become good and righteous, so that with 

this righteousness they may attain everlasting life. This 

righteousness He administers through the Word, which He has 

committed to the preachers. The other is worldly government, 

through the sword, which aims to keep peace among men, 

and this He rewards with temporal blessing. For He gives to 

rulers so much property, honor, and power, to be possessed 

by them above others, in order that they may serve Him by 

administering this righteousness. Thus God Himself is the 

founder, lord, master, protector, and rewarder of both kinds of 

righteousness. There is no human ordinance or authority in 

either, but each is altogether a divine thing. 

Since, then, it is beyond doubt that the occupation is, in itself a 

right and godly thing, we will now discuss the persons who are 

in it and the use they make of their position; for it is most 

important to know who is to use this office and how he is to 

use it. And here enters the fact that when we try to set up 

fixed rules and laws for this matter, there arise so many cases 

and exceptions that it is very difficult, or even impossible, to 

decide everything accurately and equitably. This is the case 

with all laws; they can never be fixed so certainly and so justly 

that cases do not arise which deserve to be made exceptions. 

If the exceptions are not made, and the law is strictly followed, 

it would be the very greatest wrong; as the heathen Terence 

says, “The strictest law is the greatest wrong”; and Solomon 
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also teaches in his Ecclesiastes, that we are not to be all too 

right, but at times to be unwise. 

By way of illustration: In the recent rebellion of the peasants, 

there were some who were drawn into it against their will. 

These were especially people who were well-to-do, for the 

rebellion struck the rich, as well as the rulers, and it may fairly 

be assumed that no rich man favored the rebellion. 

At all events, there were some who had to go along without 

their own consent. Some, too, yielded to this compulsion, 

thinking that they could check the mad mob and with good 

counsel, hinder somewhat their wicked purpose and keep 

them from doing so much evil, thus rendering a service to 

themselves and to the rulers. Others, again, were drawn in by 

permission of their lords, whom they asked about it in 

advance; and there may have been other similar cases. For no 

one can imagine all of them, or comprise them all in the law. 

Here, then, stands the law and says, “All rebels are guilty of 

death and these three kinds of men were found among the 

rebellious crowd, in the very act of rebellion.” What shall we 

do to them? If we are to allow no exceptions and let the law 

take its strict course, they must die just like the others, who 

had a guilty heart and will in their act of rebellion, although 

those of whom we are speaking had an innocent heart and a 

good will. 

Some of our knightlets did this, especially to rich men, when 

they thought they could rob them, if they could say to them, 



72 Nonresistance versus Just War | Should Christians Fight? 

 

“You, too, were in the crowd; you must go out.” In this way 

they have done great wrong to many people and shed 

innocent blood, made widows and orphans, and taken their 

property besides; and they are of the nobility. Yes, of the 

nobility! The excrement of the eagle can boast that it comes 

from the eagle’s body though it stinks and is useless; and so 

these men can also be of the nobility. We Germans are 

Germans, and stay Germans; that is, swine and senseless 

beasts. And so I say now that, in cases like those of the three 

kinds mentioned, the law ought to yield and justice take its 

place. For the law says dryly, “Rebellion is punishable with 

death, as crimen laesae majestatis, a sin against the rulers.” But 

justice says, “Yes, dear law, it is as you say; but it can happen 

that two men do like acts with unlike hearts and intentions.” 

Judas, for example, kissed Christ in the garden; this was 

outwardly a good work; but his heart was bad and betrayed 

his Lord with the good work that Christ and His disciples did to 

one another at other times with a good heart. Again, Peter sat 

down by the fire with the servants of Annas and warmed 

himself with the godless, and that was not good. 

Now if the law were to be applied strictly, Judas would have to 

be a good man and Peter a rascal; but Judas’ heart was bad 

and Peter’s was good; therefore justice must, in this case, be 

mistress of the law. 

Therefore those who were among the rebels with good 

intentions justice not only acquits, but holds worthy of double 

grace. They are just like the pious Hushai, the Archite, who 
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joined the rebellious Absalom and acted obediently, by 

David’s orders, with the intention of helping David and 

checking Absalom, as it is all finely written in the second book 

of Samuel 15:32 and 16:16. Outwardly considered, Hushai, 

too, was a rebel, with Absalom, against David; but he earned 

great praise and honor everlastingly before God and all the 

world. If David had allowed this Hushai to be condemned as a 

rebel, it would have been just as praiseworthy a deed as those 

which our princes and knightlets are now doing to equally 

innocent people, nay, to people who have deserved well. 

This virtue, or wisdom, which can and must guide and 

moderate the severity of law according to cases, and which 

judges the same deed to be good or evil according to the 

difference of heart or intention, — this virtue is called in Greek 

epieikeia, in Latin aequitas; I call it Billigkeit. For because law 

must be framed simply, in dry, short words, it cannot possibly 

embrace all the cases and the hindrances. Therefore, the 

judges and lords must be wise and pious in this matter and 

mete out reasonable justice, and let the law take its course, or 

set it aside, accordingly. The head of a household makes a law 

for his servants, telling them what they are to do on this day or 

that; there is the law, and the servant who does not keep it 

must take his punishment. Now one of them may be sick, or 

be otherwise hindered from keeping the law, by no fault of his 

own; then the law is suspended, and he would be a mad head 

of a house who would punish a servant for that kind of neglect 

of duty. In like manner, all laws that regulate men’s actions 

must be subject to justice, their mistress, because of the many, 
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innumerable, various accidents that can happen, and that no 

one can anticipate or set down. 

Accordingly, we have the following to say of the persons who 

are affected by the law of war or who are occupied with war. 

First, War may be made by three kinds of people. An equal 

may make war against his equal, that is, of the two persons 

neither is the vassal or subject of the other, though the one 

may be less great or glorious or mighty than the other. Or a 

superior may fight against his inferior. Or an inferior may fight 

against his superior. 

Let us take the third case. Here stands the law, and says, “No 

one shall fight or make war against his overlord; for a man 

owes his overlord obedience, honor and fear” ( Romans 

13:10). 

If one chops over one’s head, the chips fall in one’s eyes, and 

as Solomon says, “He who throws stones in the air, upon his 

head they fall.” That is the law in a nut-shell. God Himself has 

instituted it and men have accepted it, for it does not fit 

together that men shall both obey and resist, be subject and 

not put up with their lords. 

But we have already said that justice ought to be mistress of 

law, and where circumstances demand, guide the law, or even 

command and permit men to act against it. Therefore the 

question here is whether it can be just, i.e., whether a case can 

arise in which one can act against this law, be disobedient to 
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rulers and fight against them, depose them or put them in 

bonds. 

There is among us men a vice which is called fraus; that is, 

deception or trickery. If this vice of ours discovers that justice is 

superior to law, as has been said, then it becomes altogether 

against the law and seeks and hunts day and night for some 

way to bring itself to market under the name and appearance 

of justice and thus sell itself, so that the law comes to nothing 

and fraud becomes the sweet thing that does everything it 

ought to do. 

Therefore, there is a proverb which says, Inventa lege, inventa 

est fraus legis, “When a law starts, Mistress Fraud is soon on 

hand.” 

The heathen, because they knew nothing of God, did not 

know that temporal government is God’s ordinance, for they 

held it as the good fortune and the deed of men and 

therefore they jumped right in here and thought that it was 

not only right, but also praiseworthy to depose, kill and drive 

out worthless and wicked rulers. Therefore, the Greeks, in 

public laws, promised jewels and presents to tyrannicides, that 

is, to those who stab or otherwise destroy a tyrant. The 

Romans in the days of their empire followed mightily after this 

example and themselves killed almost the majority of their 

emperors, so that in that great empire, almost no emperor 

was ever slain by his enemies and yet few of them died in their 

beds a natural death. The people of Israel and Judah also slew 

and destroyed some of their kings. 
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But these examples are not enough for us, for we are not 

asking here what the heathen or the Jews have done, but what 

is the right and the just thing to do, not only before God in the 

spirit, but also in the divine external ordinance of temporal 

government. For if today or tomorrow a people rises up and 

deposes their lord or slays him, — well, that will happen, and 

the lords must expect it, if it is God’s decree; — but it does not 

follow that for that reason it is a right and just act. I have never 

known a case of this kind that was just, and even now I cannot 

imagine one. The peasants in their rebellion alleged that the 

lords would not allow the Gospel to be preached and robbed 

the poor people, and, therefore that they must be overthrown; 

but I have answered this by saying that although the lords did 

wrong in this, it would not therefore be just or right to do 

wrong in return, that is, to be disobedient and destroy God’s 

ordinance, which is not ours. On the contrary, we ought to 

suffer wrong and if prince or lord will not tolerate the Gospel, 

then we ought to go into another princedom where the 

Gospel is preached, as Christ says in Matthew 10:23, “If they 

persecute you in one city flee into another.” 

It is just, to be sure, that if a prince, king, or lord goes crazy, he 

should be deposed and put under restraint, for he is not to be 

considered a man since his reason is gone. Yes, you say a 

raving tyrant is crazy, too, or is to be considered even worse 

than a madman, for he does much more harm. That answer 

puts me in a tight place, for such a statement makes a great 

appearance and seems to be in accord with justice. 

Nevertheless, it is my opinion that the cases of madmen and 
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tyrants are not the same; for a madman can neither do nor 

tolerate anything reasonable, nor is there any hope for him 

because the light of reason has gone out. But a tyrant, 

however much of this kind of thing he does, knows that he 

does wrong. He has his conscience and his knowledge, and 

there is hope that he may do better, allow himself to be 

instructed, and learn, and follow advice, none of which things 

can be hoped for in a crazy man, who is like a clod or a stone. 

Moreover, such conduct has a bad result or sets a bad 

example. If it is called right to murder or drive out tyrants, the 

thing grows and it becomes a common sign of self-will to call 

men tyrants who are not tyrants, and even to kill them if the 

mob takes a notion to do so. This the Roman histories show 

us. They killed many a fine emperor only because they did not 

like him or he did not do what they wanted, and did not let 

them be lords, and held them for their servants and monkeys 

as happened to Galba, Pertinax, Gordian, Alexander and 

others. f62 We cannot pipe much to the mob. It goes mad too 

quickly, and it is better to take ten ells from it than to allow to 

it a hand-breadth, nay a finger’sbreadth in such a case, and it 

is better that the tyrants do the wrong a hundred times than 

that they once do wrong to the tyrants. If wrong is to be 

suffered, then it is better to suffer it from the rulers than that 

the rulers suffer it from their subjects. For the mob has no 

moderation and knows none, and in every individual in it there 

stick more than five tyrants. Now it is better to suffer wrong 

from one tyrant, that is, from the ruler, than from unnumbered 

tyrants, that is, from the mob. 
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It is said that the Swiss, in earlier days, slew their overlords and 

made themselves free, and the Danes have recently driven out 

their king, and the cause in both cases has been the 

intolerable tyranny which their subjects had to suffer; but I 

have said above that I am not discussing here what the 

heathens do or have done, or anything that resembles their 

examples and history, but what one ought to do and can do 

with a good conscience, so that one is safe and sure that the 

thing he does is not in itself wrong before God. For I know well 

enough and I have read in a few histories how often subjects 

have slain or driven out their rulers as the Jews did and the 

Greeks and the Romans, and God has allowed it to happen 

and has allowed them to grow and increase in spite of it. But 

at last there has always been a terrible end to it, for the Jews 

were finally suppressed and dispersed by the Assyrians, the 

Greeks by King Philip, the Romans by the Goths and the 

Lombards, the Swiss have paid for it dearly with much blood 

and they are paying for it yet, and it is easy to see what the 

outcome will be. The Danes, too, are not yet through with the 

business. But I see no lasting government except where rulers 

are held in honor. An illustration is the Persians, the Tartars 

and more of those peoples, who not only maintained 

themselves against the Romans with all their power, but 

destroyed them and many other lands. 

My reason is this alone; namely, that God says, “Vengeance is 

mine, I will repay,” and again, “Judge not.” Besides, it is strictly 

and often forbidden in the Old Testament to curse rulers or 
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speak evil of them, as in Exodus 23:1, “Thou shalt not curse the 

prince of thy people.” 

Paul in 1 Timothy 2:1, teaches Christians to pray for rulers. 

Solomon teaches everywhere in his Proverbs and Ecclesiastes 

to obey the king and be subject to him. Now no one can deny 

that if subjects set themselves against their rulers, they 

revenge themselves and make themselves judges, which is not 

only against the ordinance and command of God, who will 

have judgment and vengeance belong to Him, but also 

against all natural law and justice. So it is said, “No one shall 

be his own judge,” and again, “He who strikes back is wrong.” 

Here you will say, perhaps, “Yes, if everything is to be endured 

from the tyrants, you give them too much and their 

wickedness only becomes stronger and greater by such 

teaching. Is it to be endured then that every man’s wife and 

child, body and goods, are to be in danger? Who can start 

any good thing if that is the way we are to live?” I reply: My 

teaching is not for you, if you will to do whatever you think 

good and whatever pleases you. Follow your own notion and 

slay all your lords, and see what good it does you. My 

teaching is only for those who would like to do right. 

To these I say that rulers are not to be opposed with violence 

and rebellion, as the Romans, the Greeks, the Swiss and the 

Danes have done; but there are other ways of dealing with 

them. 
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In the first place, if they see that the rulers think so little of their 

soul’s salvation that they rage and do wrong, of what 

importance is it that they ruin your property, body, wife and 

child? They cannot hurt your soul, and they do themselves 

more harm than they do you, because they damn their own 

souls and the ruin of body and property must then follow. Do 

you think that you are not already sufficiently revenged upon 

them? 

In the second place, what would you do if these rulers of yours 

were at war and not only your goods and wives and children, 

but you yourself must be broken, imprisoned, burned and 

slain for your lord’s sake? Would you for that reason slay your 

lord? How many fine people did Emperor Maximilian lose in 

war during his lifetime, but no one did anything to him for it; 

and if he had destroyed them by tyranny no more cruel deed 

would ever have been heard of. Nevertheless, he was the 

reason that they perished, for they were killed for his sake. 

How, then, does a raging tyrant differ from a perilous war 

which strikes many a fine and honest and innocent man? Nay, 

a wicked tyrant is more tolerable than a bad war, as you must 

admit if you inquire of your own reason and experience. I 

believe, indeed, that you would like to have peace and good 

days, but suppose God prevents you by war or tyrants! Now, 

make up your mind for yourself whether you would rather 

have war or tyrants, for you have deserved both, and are 

guilty before God, but we are such fellows that we want to be 

knaves and stay in sin, and yet want to avoid the punishments 

for sin even to resist it and defend our sin. We shall succeed as 
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well as the dog who bites the spikes. f64 In the third place, if 

the rulers are bad, what of it? God is there, and He has fire, 

water, iron, stone and numberless ways of killing. How quickly 

He has slain a tyrant! He would do it, too, but our sins do not 

permit it; for He says in Job 34:30 “He letteth a knave rule 

because of the people’s sins.” 

It is easy enough to see that a knave rules, but no one is 

willing to see that he is ruling not because of his knavery, but 

because of the people’s sin. The people do not look at their 

own sin, and think that the tyrant rules because of his knavery; 

so blinded, perverse and mad is the world! That is why things 

go as they went with the peasants in the revolt. They wanted 

to punish the sins of the rulers, just as though they were 

themselves pure and guiltless; therefore, God had to show 

them the beam in their eye in order to make them forget 

another’s splinter. 

In the fourth place, the tyrants run the risk that, by God’s 

decree, their subjects may rise up, as has been said, and slay 

them or drive them out. For we are here giving instruction to 

those who want to do what is right, and they are very few; the 

great multitude remain heathen, godless, and unchristian, and 

these, if God so decrees, set themselves wrongfully against the 

rulers and create disaster, as the Jews and Greeks and Romans 

often did. Therefore you have no right to complain that by our 

doctrine the tyrants and rulers gain security to do evil; nay, 

they are certainly not secure. We teach, to be sure, that they 

ought to be secure, whether they do good or evil; but we 
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cannot give them this security or achieve it for them; for we 

cannot compel the multitude to follow our teaching, if God 

does not give us grace. We teach what we will, and the world 

does what it will. God must help, and we must teach those 

who are willing to do what is good and right so that they may 

help hold the multitude in check. Because of our teaching the 

lords are just as secure as they would be without our teaching; 

for unfortunately your complaint is unnecessary, since the 

most of the crowd do not listen to us and it rests with God and 

in God’s hands alone to preserve the rulers, whom He alone 

has ordained. We experienced this in the peasants’ rebellion. 

Therefore, do not be misled by the fact that the rulers are 

wicked; their punishment and disaster are nearer than you 

could ask. The tyrant Dionysius of Syracuse confessed that his 

life was like that of a man over whose head a sword hung by a 

silken thread and under whom a glowing fire was burning. 

In the fifth place, God has still another way to punish rulers, so 

that you have no need to revenge yourself. He can raise up 

foreign rulers, like the Goths against the Romans, the Assyrians 

against the Jews, etc., so that there is vengeance, punishment, 

and danger enough hanging over tyrants and rulers, and God 

does not allow them to be wicked and have peace and joy; He 

is right behind them, and has them between spurs and under 

bridle. 

This agrees, also, with the natural law that Christ teaches, in 

Matthew 7:12, “What ye would that people do to you, that do 

you to them.” 
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No father would be driven out by his own family, slain, or 

ruined because of his misdeeds (especially if the family did it 

out of disregard of authority and love of violence, in order to 

revenge themselves and be judges in their own case) without 

previous complaint to a higher authority. It ought to be just as 

wrong for any subject to act against his tyrant. 

I must give an example or two of this. They should be noted, 

and it would be profitable to follow them. We read of a widow 

who stood and prayed for her tyrant most devoutly, that God 

would let him live long, etc. The tyrant heard it and was 

astonished because he well knew that he had done her much 

harm, and this prayer was unusual; for prayers for tyrants are 

not commonly of that kind. He asked her why she prayed thus 

for him. She answered, “I had ten cows in your grandfather’s 

time; he took two of them and I prayed against him that he 

might die, and your father became lord. It came to pass, and 

your father took three cows. I prayed again that you might 

become lord, and he might die. Now you have taken four 

cows, and so I am praying for you, for I am afraid that he who 

comes after you will take the last cow and everything that I 

have.” The scholars, too, have a parable about a beggar who 

was full of wounds that flies got into, and sucked his blood 

and stung him. There came a merciful man who wanted to 

help him and drove all the flies away from him; but he cried 

out and said, “What are you doing? Those flies were almost 

full and did not worry me so much; now the hungry flies will 

come in their place and will plague me far worse.” 
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Do you understand these fables? To change rulers and 

improve rulers are two things as far apart as heaven and earth; 

changing may be easy, improving is doubtful and risky. Why? 

Because it is not in our will or power but only in the will and 

the hand of God. The mad mob, however, does not ask so 

much how things can become better, but only that things may 

be changed; then if things are worse, they will want something 

still different. Thus they get bumble-bees for flies, and at last 

they get hornets for bumble-bees; like the frogs of old who 

could not put up with a log for lord; they got instead a stork 

that hacked them on the head and ate them. A mad mob is a 

desperate, accursed thing; no one can rule it as well as tyrants. 

They are the club tied to the dog’s neck. If there were a better 

way to rule them, God would have set some other ordinance 

over them than a sword and tyrants. The sword shows what 

kind of children it has under it; namely, people who would be 

desperate knaves if they dared. 

Therefore, I advise everyone who would act in this matter with 

a good conscience and do what is right, that he be satisfied 

with the worldly rulers and make no attack upon them, seeing 

that worldly rulers cannot do harm to the soul, as clergy and 

false teachers do; and let him follow the good David, who 

suffered as much violence from King Saul as you can ever 

suffer, and yet would not lay a hand upon his king, as he could 

often have done, but commended the matter to God, let 

things go as long as God would have them so, and endured to 

the end. If war or strife arise against your overlord, leave the 

fighting and striving to those who want it; for, as has been 
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said, if God does not hold back the crowd, we cannot hold 

them; but if you would do what is right and have a secure 

conscience, let your harness and arms lie, and do not fight 

against your lord or tyrant; rather suffer everything that can 

happen to you. The crowd which does the fighting, will find its 

judge. “But,” you say, “suppose that a king or lord has given 

an oath to his subjects to rule according to prescribed articles, 

and does not keep them, and thus has the duty to give up the 

government. So it is said that the king of France must rule his 

kingdom according to the Parlements and the king of 

Denmark must also swear to certain articles, etc.” I answer: It is 

fine and just that rulers govern according to laws and 

administer them and do not rule according to their self-will. 

Nevertheless, I add this, — not only does a king promise to 

keep the law of his land or the articles of election, but God 

Himself commands him to be righteous, and he promises to 

do so. Well, then, if this king keeps neither God’s law nor the 

law of the land, ought you to attack him, judge him, and take 

vengeance on him? 

Who has committed that to you? Another ruler would have to 

come between you, who would hear both sides and condemn 

the guilty party; otherwise you will not escape the judgment of 

God, who says, “Vengeance is mine,” and again, “Judge not” ( 

Matthew 7:1). 

The case of the king of Denmark is in point here. Luebeck and 

the seatowns joined with the Danes to drive him out. 

Therefore, I shall give my answer for the sake of those who 
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may, perhaps, have a bad conscience in this matter, on the 

chance that some of them may think better of their conduct 

and know themselves better. It is true, indeed, that the king is 

unjust before God and the world, and the law is entirely on the 

side of the Danes and the Luebeckers. That is one thing. But 

there is another thing, viz., that the Danes and Luebeckers 

have proceeded as judges and overlords of the king, and have 

punished and avenged the wrong, and thus assumed the right 

of judgment and vengeance. Here come in questions for the 

conscience. If the case comes before God, He will not ask if 

the king was unjust and you just, for that has become clear; 

but He will ask, “You lords of Denmark and Luebeck, who 

commanded you to do these acts of punishment and 

vengeance? Did I command you, or did the emperor, or 

overlord? If so, prove it by letters patent.” If they can do so, 

then they stand well; if not, God will judge thus, “You 

rebellious stealers from God, who lay hands upon my office 

and have taken it upon you to execute divine vengeance, you 

are guilty of laesae majestatis divinae, that is, you have sinned 

against divine majesty and brought it down upon you.” For to 

be wrong and to punish wrong are different things, jus et 

executio juris, justitia et administratio justitiae. To be right and 

wrong is common to every man; but to declare right and 

wrong is for Him who is Lord of right and wrong, and He is 

God alone, who commits this office to rulers, in His stead. 

Therefore, let no one assume to do this, unless he is sure that 

he has a command from God, or from God’s servants, the 

rulers. 



87 Nonresistance versus Just War | Should Christians Fight? 

 

If things were to be so that everyone who was in the right 

might himself punish everyone who did wrong, what would 

become of the world? The servant would smite the master, the 

maid the mistress, the children the parents, the pupils the 

teacher. That would be a fine order of things? What need 

would there be, then, for judges and worldly rulers, appointed 

by God? Let the Danes and Luebeckers consider whether they 

would think it right if their servants, citizens and subjects 

resisted them whenever they were wronged. Why, then, do 

they not do to others what they would that others should do 

to them, and exempt others from a rule from which they 

themselves wish to be exempt, as Christ teaches, in Matthew 

7:12, and the natural law also teaches? To be sure, the 

Luebeckers and the other cities might help themselves by 

saying that they were not subjects of the king, but were 

dealing as enemy with enemy, or equal with equal. The poor 

Danes, however, were subjects and acted against their ruler 

without command from God, and the Luebeckers advised 

them and helped them. 

Thus they took upon themselves the burden of others’ sins 

and mixed themselves up and entangled themselves and tied 

themselves up to this rebellious disobedience toward both 

God and man, not to mention the fact that they despised the 

emperor’s commands also. 

I mention this case here by way of illustration, because we are 

discussing the doctrine that a person of lower rank shall not 

oppose a person of higher rank; for this expulsion of the king 
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of Denmark is a notable history, and serves here to warn all 

others, to beware of this example and in the hope that the 

consciences of those who did it may be touched and that 

some of them may reform and leave their iniquity, before God 

comes and revenges Himself on His enemies and those who 

have robbed Him. Not that all of them will care about this! The 

great multitude, as has been said, does not care about God’s 

Word; it is an abandoned crowd and is being made ready for 

God’s wrath and punishment. But I am satisfied that some will 

take it to heart and not involve themselves in the deeds of the 

Danes and Luebeckers, and if they have been involved, will get 

out of it and not be partakers of other people’s sin. For each 

of us has more than enough of his own sins to answer for. 

At this point I shall have to pause and listen to my critics, who 

cry, “Ei, that means, I think, flattering the princes? Are you 

creeping now to the cross and seeking pardon? Are you 

afraid? etc.” I let these bumble-bees buzz and be on their way. 

If anyone can do better, let him. I have not undertaken here to 

preach to the princes and lords. I think, too, that this flattery of 

mine will get me scant grace and that they will not be very 

glad for this flattery, because it puts their whole class in 

jeopardy, as you have heard. Besides, ! have said often 

enough elsewhere, and it is all too true, that the most of the 

princes and lords are godless tyrants and enemies of God, 

who persecute the Gospel and are my ungracious lords and 

sirs; and I am not greatly concerned about that. But I teach 

that everyone should know how to conduct himself in this 

matter and how he ought to act toward his superiors, and 
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should do what God has commanded him, letting the lords 

look to themselves and stand on their own feet. God will not 

forget the tyrants and men of high rank; He is able to deal 

with them, and He has done so since the beginning of the 

world. 

Moreover, I will not have what I write here applied to the 

peasants only, as though they were the only ones of lower 

rank, and the nobles were not subjects also. Not so! What I say 

about inferiors in rank is intended to hit peasants, burghers, 

nobles, counts and princes; for all these have overlords and 

are the inferiors in rank of someone else. Just as a rebellious 

peasant has his head struck off, so a rebellious nobleman, 

count, or prince should have his head struck off. The one 

should be treated like the other and no one is wronged. 

The Emperor Maximilian, I believe, could have sung a pretty 

little song about rebellious princes and nobles who would 

have liked to make a disturbance and put their heads 

together. And the nobles! How often have they complained 

and made conspiracies and sought to defy the princes and 

make a disturbance? What a cry have the Franconian nobility 

alone raised about how little they care for the emperor or for 

their bishops. These knightlets must not be called disturbers or 

rebels, even though that were just what they were; the 

peasant must stand for it and keep still. But unless my mind 

deceives me, God has punished the rebellious lords and 

nobles by the rebellious peasants, one knave by another, since 

Maximilian had to endure them and could not punish them, 
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though he had to restrain them as long as he lived. I would 

wager something that if the peasants had not revolted, a 

rebellion would have arisen among the nobles against the 

princes and perhaps against the emperor; so critical was the 

position of Germany. But now the peasants got into it and 

they must be the only ones who are black; the nobles and 

princes get off easy, wipe their mouths, are pretty fellows, and 

never did anything bad. But God is not deceived and has 

given them a warning, so that they may learn by this example 

that they, too, must obey their rulers. Let this be my flattery of 

princes and lords! 

Here you say, “Are we, then, to put up with a ruler who would 

be such a scoundrel that he let land and people go to ruin? To 

speak in the fashion of the nobility — Devil! St. Vitus’ Dance. 

Pestilence! St. Anthony! St. 

Quirinus! I am a nobleman, and who shall allow my wife and 

children and body and property to be so shamefully ruined?” I 

reply: Listen! I am teaching you nothing; go on about your 

business! You are smart enough; I am not needed. The only 

trouble it costs me is that of seeing how you will finish this 

high-pitched little song of yours. 

To the others, who would like to keep their conscience clear, 

we have this to say. God has cast us into the world, under the 

power of the devil, so that we have here no paradise, but are 

to expect all kinds of misfortune to body, wife, child, property, 

and honor every hour; and if ten misfortunes do not come in 

an hour, nay, if you can live for an hour, you ought to say, 
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“Oh, how great is the kindness which my God shows me, that 

in this hour every misfortune has not come!” “How is that? Am 

I not to have a happy hour under the devil’s rule?” That is 

what we teach our people. Of course, you may do something 

else; build yourself a paradise where the devil may not come 

so that you need not expect the rage of any tyrant; we will 

look on! Ah, we are only too happy! We want things as they 

are! We do not recognize God’s kindness, and do not believe 

in it, — the kindness He shows in protecting us, when the devil 

is so wicked! We want to be nothing but wicked knaves and 

yet receive nothing but good from God. 

That is enough on the first point, viz., that war and conflict 

with superiors cannot be right; and although it often happens, 

and is in danger of happening every day, just as everything 

else that is bad and wrong also happens, if God decrees it and 

does not prevent it, nevertheless it does not turn out well in 

the end and does not remain unavenged, even though they 

who do it may have good fortune for awhile. 

We will now take up the second point and discuss the 

question whether equals may fight with equals. This I would 

have understood as follows: It is not right to begin war 

whenever any crazy lord takes it into his head. For at the very 

outset, I want to say, above all else, that he who starts war is 

wrong, and it is just that he who first draws sword shall be 

defeated, or even punished, in the end. This is what has 

usually happened in history; those who have started wars have 

lost them, and it has been seldom that they have been beaten 
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who have had to defend themselves. Worldly government has 

not been instituted by God to break peace and start war, but 

to maintain peace and repress the fighters. So Paul says, in 

Romans 13:1, that the duty of the sword is to protect and 

punish, to protect the good in peace and punish the wicked 

with war; and God, who tolerates no wrong, so disposes things 

that the fighters must be fought down, and as the proverb 

says, “No one has ever been so bad, that someone is not 

worse.” 

So, too, God has it sung of Him, in Psalm 68:1, Dissipat gentes, 

quae bella volunt, “The Lord scattereth the peoples who have 

desire for war.” 

Beware, therefore; He does not lie! And be advised, and hold 

far, far apart will and must, desire and necessity, lust for war 

and willingness to fight. 

Do not let yourself be tempted to think yourself like the 

emperor of the Turks. Wait until need and must come without 

desire and will. Then you will have enough to do and get 

enough of war, so that you can say, and your heart can boast, 

“I would gladly have had peace, if my neighbors had been 

willing.” Thus you can defend yourself with a good conscience, 

for there stands God’s word, “He scattereth those who have 

desire for war.” 

Look at the real soldiers, those who have been in the game. 

They do not draw sword suddenly, do not brag, have no 

desire to smite; but when they are compelled, so that they 
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have to do it, then beware of them; they do not jest; their 

sword is tight in the sheath, but if they have to draw, it does 

not return bloodless to the scabbard. On the other hand, the 

crazy fools who are the first to fight wars in their minds and 

make a fine start, devour the world with words, and are the 

first to draw their swords; but they are also the first to run 

away and to put up their swords. The Romans, that mighty 

empire, won most of their victories because they had to fight; 

that is, everybody hung on them and wanted to win his spurs 

at their expense, so that they had to defend themselves; then 

they laid about them vigorously enough. Hannibal, the prince 

out of Africa, hurt them so that he had almost destroyed 

them; but what shall I say? He had begun; he also had to stop. 

Courage (from God!) remained with the Romans, even though 

they lost, and where courage stays, deeds surely follow. For it 

is God who does the deeds, and He will have peace, and hates 

them that begin war and break peace. 

I must mention here the example of Duke Frederick, Elector of 

Saxony, for it would be too bad if that wise prince’s sayings 

were to die with his body. He had to endure many wicked 

plots on the part of his neighbors and of others, and had such 

cause for war that another crazy prince, who had desire for 

war, would have started ten wars; and yet he kept his sword in 

the sheath, always gave the others good words, and acted as 

though he were very much afraid and almost ready to flee, 

and let the others boast and brag, though he held his ground 

before them. When asked why he let them brag so, he replied, 
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“I shall not start anything; but if I must fight, you shall see that 

it will be I who say when it is to stop.” Thus he remained 

unbitten, though many dogs showed their teeth. He saw that 

they were fools and could be indulgent with them. If the king 

of France had not begun the war against the Emperor Charles, 

he would not have been so shamefully defeated and captured; 

and now that the Venetians and Italians are setting themselves 

against the emperor, and starting trouble, f74 God grant that 

it may be they who must first stop it and let the word be true, 

“God scattereth those who desire war,” for even though the 

emperor is my enemy, I do not love wrong. 

All this God confirms with fine examples in the Scriptures. He 

had His people first offer peace to the kingdoms of the 

Amorites and Canaanites and would not have His people 

begin the fight with them, so that this precept of His might be 

confirmed. On the other hand, when these kingdoms began 

the war and forced God’s people to defend themselves, they 

had to go to pieces. Self-protection is a proper cause of war 

and therefore all laws agree that self-defense shall go 

unpunished, and he who kills another in self-defense is 

innocent in everyone’s eyes. Again, when the people of Israel 

willed to smite the Canaanites without necessity, they were 

beaten ( Numbers 14:45); and when Joseph and Azarias 

wanted to fight in order to win honor, they were beaten; and 

Amaziah, king of Judah, also desired to war against the king of 

Israel, but read, in 2 Kings 14:8, what happened to him; also 

King Ahab began to fight against the Syrians at Ramath, but 

lost and was destroyed ( 2 Kings 22:2); and the men of 
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Ephraim would have devoured Jephthah and lost 42,000 men 

( Judges 12:6); and so on. You find that the losers were almost 

always those who started the war. The good king Josiah had 

to be slain because he began to fight against the king of 

Egypt, and had to make good the saying. “The Lord scattereth 

those who desire to war.” Therefore my people in the Harz 

have a proverb, “I have verily heard that he who smites is 

smitten.” Why so? Because God rules the world powerfully and 

leaves no wrong unpunished. He who does wrong has his 

punishment from God, as sure as he lives, unless he repents 

and gives compensation to his neighbor. I believe that 

Muenzer and his peasants would have to admit this. 

Let this be, then, the first thing to be said on this point, — War 

is not right, even between equal and equal, unless it is fought 

with such a good conscience that one can say, “My neighbor 

compels and forces me to fight, though I would rather avoid 

it.” In that case, it can be called not only war, but due 

protection and self-defense. For a distinction must be made 

among wars; some are begun out of a desire and will to fight 

and before one is attacked, others are forced by necessity and 

compulsion after the attack has been made by the other party. 

The first kind can be called wars of desire, the second wars of 

necessity. The first kind are of the devil; God give him no good 

fortune! The second kind are human misfortunes; God help in 

them! 

Be instructed, therefore, dear lords! Keep yourselves from war, 

unless you have to defend and protect yourselves and the 
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office which you bear compels you to fight. Then let war 

come; hew in; be men, and test your armor; for then you are 

not fighting in your minds. The case will be serious enough, 

and the teeth of the wrathful, boasting, proud iron-biters will 

get so blunt that they will scarcely be able to bite fresh butter. 

The reason is this. Every lord and prince is bound to protect 

his people and get peace for them. That is his office; it is for 

that that he has the sword ( Romans 13:4). This should be for 

him a matter of conscience and he should so depend upon it 

as to know that this work is right in the eyes of God and is 

commanded by Him. I am not now teaching what Christians 

are to do; for your rule does not concern us Christians, but we 

are rendering you a service and telling you what you are to do 

before God, in your office of ruling. A Christian is a person to 

himself; he believes for himself and for no one else. But a lord 

and prince is not a person to himself, but to others; he has to 

serve them, that is, protect and defend them. To be sure it 

were good if he were a Christian besides and believed in God; 

then he would be happy; but it is not princely to be a Christian 

and therefore few princes can be Christians, as they say, “A 

prince is a rare bird in heaven.” Now even if they are not 

Christians, nevertheless they ought to do what is right and 

good according to God’s outward ordinance; He will have this 

of them. 

But if a lord or prince does not perceive this duty and 

commandment, and lets himself think that he is prince, not for 

his subjects’ sake, but because of his beautiful, yellow hair, as 
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though God had made him a prince so that he may rejoice in 

his power and wealth and honor, take pleasure in these things 

and rely on them; — if that be the case, he belongs among 

the heathen, nay, he is a fool. That kind of prince would start a 

war over an empty nut and think of nothing except satisfying 

his self-will. God keeps that kind of prince in check by the fact 

that others, too, have fists and that there are people the other 

side of the mountain, too; thus one sword keeps the other in 

the scabbard. But a prince who has his reason does not 

consider himself; he is satisfied if his subjects are obedient. 

Though his enemies and neighbors boast and brag and let fly 

many bad words, he thinks, “Fools always gabble more than 

wise men; many words go into the bag and silence is an 

answer to much.” Therefore he does not concern himself 

much about them until he sees that his subjects are attacked 

or finds the sword actually drawn; then he defends himself as 

well as he can, ought, and must. Otherwise, one who is such a 

coward as to take up every word and seek the reason for it, is 

trying to catch the wind in his cloak; how much peace or profit 

he will have from that, let him confess himself; then you will 

find out. 

That is the first thing on this point; it is equally necessary to 

note the second. Even though you are sure and certain that 

you are not beginning it, but are forced into war, nevertheless 

you must fear God and have Him before your eyes, and not 

march out, saying, “Yes, I am forced into it and have good 

cause for war.” If you depend on that and plunge in headlong, 

that, too, is not the thing to do. It is true that you have good 
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reason to fight and defend yourself, but that does not give 

you God’s guarantee that you will win. Indeed this very 

confidence may well be a reason why you must lose, even 

though you had just cause for war, since God cannot suffer 

confidence and pride except in one who humbles himself 

before Him and fears Him. It pleases Him when one fears 

neither man nor devil and is bold and confident, brave and 

firm against both, if they began the war and are in the wrong; 

but that this should win the victory, as though it were our 

deeds or power that did it, there is nothing in that! He will be 

feared and hear us singing, from our hearts, a song like this, 

— “Dear Lord, Thou seest that I have to go to war, though I 

would be glad not to; I do not build, however, on the justice of 

my cause, but on Thy grace and mercy; for I know that if I 

were to rely on my just cause and be confident because of it, 

Thou shouldest rightly let me fall as one whose fall was just, 

because I relied upon my right and not upon Thy sheer grace 

and kindness.” 

Hear what the heathen say about this, the Greeks and 

Romans, who knew nothing of God and the fear of God. They 

held that it was they themselves who made war and won 

victories; but by long experience, in which a great and well-

armed people was often beaten by a small number of ill-

armed folk, they had to learn and freely admit that nothing in 

war is more dangerous than to be secure and confident, and 

thus they reached the conclusion that one should never 

despise the enemy, no matter how small he may be; also that 

one should surrender no advantage, no matter how small it 
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be; also that one should neglect no precaution, vigilance, or 

attention, no matter how small it be; everything must be 

measured out as though one were weighing gold. Foolish, 

confident, heedless people serve no purpose in war, except to 

do harm. The word, Non putassem, — “I did not think of it,” 

— they held to be the most shameful word that a soldier 

could speak, for it is a sign of a secure, confident, careless 

man, who in one moment, by one step, with one word, can do 

more damage than ten of him can repair, and then will say, 

“Indeed I did not think of it.” How terribly Prince Hannibal 

smote the Romans while they were confident and secure 

against him; and cases of the kind are innumerable in history, 

and are daily before our eyes. 

The heathen learned this by experience and taught it, but did 

not know how to give any reason or cause for it, except to 

blame it on Fortune, of which they had to be afraid. But the 

reason and cause is, as I have said, that God would testify by 

all such histories that He will be feared, and even in such 

things will not endure confidence, despite, temerity, or 

security, until we learn to take from His hands all that we can 

have, as a gift of pure grace and mercy. Therefore, it is a 

strange thing that a soldier who has a good cause should be 

at the same time confident and discouraged. How can he 

fight, if he is discouraged. But if he fights undiscouraged, there 

is the more danger. This, then, is what he should do. Before 

God, he should be discouraged, fearful, and humble, and 

commit his cause to Him, that He may dispose things, not 

according to our law, but according to His kindness and grace; 
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thus he wins God to his side with an humble, fearful heart. 

Toward men, he should be bold, free, confident, because they 

are in the wrong, and smite them with a confident and 

untroubled spirit. Why should we not do for our God what the 

Romans, the greatest fighters on earth, did for their false god, 

Fortune, whom they feared? If they did not do this, they 

fought a perilous battle, or were badly beaten. 

Therefore, our conclusion on this point is that war against 

equals should be a thing that is made necessary and should 

be fought in the fear of God. It is made necessary when an 

enemy or neighbor makes the attack and starts the war, and 

will not help when one offers to settle the case by legal 

procedure, discussion, or agreement; or when one passes over 

and puts up with all sorts of evil words and tricks, but will be 

content with nothing but his own way. For I am assuming 

throughout that I am preaching to those who want to do right 

before God; those who will neither offer nor consent to do 

what is right do not concern me. To fear God is not to rely on 

the justice of one’s cause, but to be careful, diligent, and 

cautious, even in the very smallest details, in so small a thing 

as a whistle. With all this, however, God’s hands are not 

bound, so that He cannot bid us make war against those who 

have given us no occasion. Thus He bade the children of Israel 

go to war against the Canaanites. In such a case there is 

necessity enough, viz., the command of God; though even 

such a war should not be fought without fear and care, as God 

shows, in Joshua 3:1, when the children of Israel marched 

confidently against the men of Ai, and were beaten. A 
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necessity of the same kind arises, if subjects fight at the 

command of their rulers; for God commands that men are to 

obey their ruler, and his command is a necessity, though this, 

too, must be done with fear and humility. Of this we shall say 

more hereafter. 

The third question is whether superiors have the right to go to 

war with inferiors. We have, indeed, heard above that subjects 

are to be obedient and are even to suffer wrong from their 

tyrants, so that, if things go well, the rulers have nothing to do 

with their subjects except cultivate right, righteousness and 

judgment; but if they rise and rebel, as the peasants did lately, 

then it is right and proper to fight against them. That, too, is 

what a prince should do to his nobles, an emperor to his 

princes, if they are rebellious and start a war. Only it must be 

done in the fear of God, and too much reliance must not be 

placed on one’s right, so that God may not determine that the 

lords be punished by their subjects, even though the subjects 

are in the wrong. This has often happened, as we have heard 

above. For to be right and to do right do not always go 

together; nay, they never go together except by the gift of 

God. Therefore, although it is right that subjects be quiet and 

suffer everything, and not revolt, nevertheless, it is not for men 

to decide whether they shall do so; for God has appointed 

inferiors to care for themselves alone and has taken the sword 

from them and has put them in a prison; and if they make a 

disturbance about it, and gather others to them, and break 

loose, and take the sword, then before God they are worthy of 

judgment and death. 
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Superiors, on the other hand, are appointed to be a common 

person, and do not exist for themselves alone. They are to 

have the attachment of their subjects and are to bear the 

sword. For compared to the emperor, his overlord, a prince is 

not a prince, but an individual in the obedience of the 

emperor, as all others are, each for himself; but compared to 

his subjects, he is as many persons as he has people under 

him and attached to him. So the emperor, too, when 

compared with God, is not emperor, but an individual person 

like all others; but compared with his subjects, he is as many 

times emperor as he has people under him. The same thing is 

to be said of all other rulers. When compared to their 

overlord, they are not rulers at all and are stripped of all 

rulership. When compared to one another, they are all 

adorned with rulership. Thus, in the end, all rulership comes to 

God, whose alone it is; for He is emperor, prince, count, noble, 

judge, and everything, and He divides these out to His 

subjects as He wills, and brings them back again to Himself. 

Now no individual person ought to set himself against the 

community or attach the community to him, for in so doing he 

is chopping above his head, and the chips will surely fall in his 

eyes. From this you see how they resist the ordinance of God 

who resist their rulers, as St. Paul teaches in Romans 13:2. 

Thus he says also, in 1 Corinthians 15:24, that God will abolish 

all rulership, when He Himself shall reign and return all things 

to Himself. 

So much on these three points; now come the questions. No 

king can go to war alone, any more than he can administer 
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the law courts alone; he must have people who serve him in 

war, just as he must have counselors, judges, lawyers, prison-

keepers, executioners, and whatever else belongs to justice. 

Therefore, the question arises whether a man ought to take 

wages, — Dienstgeld or Manngeld, as they call it, — and hire 

himself out, binding himself to serve the prince as the times 

may demand, according to the present custom. In answer to 

this question, we make a distinction among these soldiers. 

In the first place, there are the subjects, who, even without 

such an arrangement, are obligated to aid their overlords with 

body and goods and obey their summons. For the goods that 

counts, lords and nobles hold, were parceled out in ancient 

times by the Romans and the Roman emperors and given in 

fief on the condition that those who possess them should 

always be armed and ready, the one with so many horses and 

men, the other with so many, according to the size of the 

holding. The holdings were the wages with which they were 

hired. Therefore they are called fiefs and these incumbrances 

still rest upon them. The emperor permits these holdings to be 

inherited and this is right and fine in the Roman Empire; but 

the Turk, it is said, allows none of them to be inherited and 

tolerates no hereditary principality, county, or knights’ fee, or 

fief, but appoints to them, and gives them how, when, and to 

whom he will. Therefore he has such immeasurable wealth 

and is lord in the land, or rather a tyrant. 

The nobles, therefore, may not think that they have their 

property for nothing, as though they had found it, or won it in 
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gambling. The encumbrance on it and the feudal dues show 

whence and why they have it, namely, as a loan from the 

emperor or the prince, so that they ought not use it for display 

and riotous conduct, but be armed and prepared for war for 

the protection of the land and the maintenance of peace. Now 

if they complain that they must keep horses and serve the 

princes and lords when others have quiet and peace, I reply: 

Dear sir, let me tell you something. 

You have your pay and your fief, and are appointed to this 

office and well paid for it. But have not others, too, work 

enough to do on their little properties? Or are you the only 

ones who have work to do? And your office is seldom called 

for, but others must do their duty everyday. If you are not 

willing to do this or think it burdensome or unjust, then let 

your fief go; others will be found who will be glad to accept it 

and do in return what it requires. 

Therefore, the wise have included all the work of men in two 

divisions, agriculturam and militiam, that is, agriculture and 

warfare, and this is the natural division. Agriculture is to feed 

and warfare to defend. Those who are in the defending office 

are to get their income and their food from those who are in 

the feeding office, in order that they can defend; those who 

are in the feeding office are to have protection from those 

who are in the defending office, in order that they can feed. 

The emperor or prince in the land is to look to both offices 

and see to it that those in the defending office are armed and 

mounted, and those in the feeding office are honestly trying 
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to increase the food; but useless people, who neither feed nor 

defend, but only consume, loaf, and live in idleness, he should 

not tolerate, but drive out of the land, as the bees do, who 

sting the drones to death, because they do not work and only 

eat up the honey of the other bees. 

Thus Solomon, in his Ecclesiastes, calls the kings builders, who 

build the land, for that should be their office. But God preserve 

us Germans! We are not getting wise and doing this the right 

way, but are continuing for awhile to be consumers, and 

letting those be feeders and defenders who have the desire 

for it or cannot get around it. 

That this first class have a right to their pay and their fiefs, and 

do right when they help their lord make war and serve him in 

so doing, as is their duty, — this St. John the Baptist has 

confirmed, in Luke 2:1. When the soldiers asked him what they 

were to do, he answered, “Be content with your wages.” For if 

it were wrong for them to take wages, or if their occupation 

were against God, he could not have let it continue, permitted 

it, and confirmed it, but, as a godly, Christian teacher, he 

would have had to rebuke it and keep them from it. This is the 

answer to those who, because of tenderness of conscience, — 

though this is now rare among these people, — profess that it 

is perilous to take up this occupation for the sake of temporal 

goods, since it is nothing else than bloodshed, murder, and 

the infliction of all suffering upon one’s neighbor, as times of 

war show. These men should inform their consciences that 

they do not do this from choice, desire, or ill-will, but that the 
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word is God’s and that it is their duty to their prince and their 

God. Therefore, since it is a right office, ordained of God, it is 

fitting that there should be pay and reward for it, as Christ 

says, in Matthew 10:10, “A laborer is worthy of his hire.” 

Of course, it is true that if a man serves as a soldier, with a 

heart that neither seeks nor thinks of anything but acquiring 

wealth, and if temporal wealth is his only reason for doing it, 

he is not happy when there is peace and is sorry when there is 

no war. Such a man goes off the track and is the devil’s own, 

even though he fights out of obedience to his lord and on his 

summons; for he makes a bad work out of a work that is, in 

itself, good; with the addition that he does not pay much 

attention to the fact that he serves from obedience and duty, 

but only seeks his own profit. Therefore he has not a good 

conscience, which can say, “Well, for my part, I would like to 

stay at home, but because my lord calls me and asks me, I 

come in God’s name and know that I am serving God in so 

doing, and I will earn or take the pay that is given me for it.” 

For a soldier ought to have the knowledge and confidence 

that he is doing his duty, and must do it, and thus be certain 

that he is serving God, and can say, “It is not I that smite, stab, 

slay, but God and my prince, whose servants my hand and my 

body now are.” For that is the meaning of the watchwords and 

battle-cries, “Emperor!” “France!” “Lueneburg!” “Brunswick!” So 

the Jews cried against the Midianites, “The sword of God and 

Gideon!” 
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An avaricious fellow spoils all other good works, too; for 

example, a man who preaches for temporal wealth is lost, 

though Christ says that a preacher shall live from the Gospel. 

To do things for temporal wealth is not bad, for income, 

wages, and pay are temporal wealth. If that were so, no one 

could work or do anything for his support, because everything 

is done for temporal wealth. But to be greedy of temporal 

wealth and make a Mammon of it is wrong always in all 

positions, in all occupations and works. Leave out greed and 

other evil thoughts, and to fight in war is not sin; take your 

wages for it, and whatever is given you. Therefore, I said 

above that the work is, in itself, right and godly, but it 

becomes wrong if the person is wrong or uses it wrongly. 

A second question: “Suppose my lord were wrong in going to 

war.” I reply: If you know for sure that he is wrong, then you 

should fear God rather than men ( Acts 4:1), and not fight or 

serve, for you cannot have a good conscience before God. 

“Nay,” you say, “my lord compels me, takes my fief, does not 

give me my money, pay, and wages; and besides, I am 

despised and put to shame as a coward, nay, as a faith-

breaker in the eyes of the world, as one who has deserted his 

lord in need.” I answer: 

You must take that risk and, with God’s help, let go what goes; 

He can restore it to you a hundredfold, as He promises in the 

Gospel, “He that leaveth house, home, wife, goods, for my 

sake, shall get it back a hundredfold.” In all other works, too, 

we must expect the danger that the rulers will compel us to do 
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wrong; but since God will have us leave even father and 

mother for His sake, we must certainly leave lords for His sake. 

But if you do not know, or cannot find out whether your lord is 

wrong, you ought not to weaken an uncertain obedience with 

an uncertainty of right, but should think the best of your lord, 

as is the way of love, for “Love believeth all things; thinketh no 

evil” ( 1 Corinthians 13:7). 

Thus you are secure, and walk well before God. If they put you 

to shame, or call you faithless, it is better that God call you 

faithful and honorable than that the world call you faithful and 

honorable. What good would it do you, if the world held you 

for a Solomon or a Moses, and before God you were counted 

as bad as Saul or Ahab? 

The third question: “Can a soldier obligate himself to serve 

more than one lord and take wages or service-money from 

each?” Answer: I said above that greed is wrong, whether in a 

good or a bad occupation. Agriculture is certainly one of the 

best occupations, and yet a greedy farmer is wrong and is 

condemned before God. So in this case, to take wages is just 

and right, and to serve for wages is also right, even though 

the wages were scarcely a gulden a year. Again, to take wages 

and serve for them is, in itself, right, no matter whether they 

come from one or two or three or ever so many lords, so long 

as your hereditary lord or prince is not deprived of his dues, 

and your service to others is rendered with his will and 

consent. Just as a good artisan may sell his skill to anyone who 

will have it, and thus serve the one he sells to, so long as this is 
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not against his ruler and his community; so a soldier has his 

skill in fighting from God and can serve with it whoever desires 

his service, exactly as though it were an art or trade, and he 

can take pay for it as though for his work. For this, too, is a 

calling that springs from the law of love; if anyone needs me 

and calls for me, I am at his service, and take for this whatever 

is due, or what is given me; for thus says St. Paul, in 1 

Corinthians 9:7, “No one serveth at his own charges.” 

So he approves this right. Since, then, a prince needs and 

requires another’s subject for fighting, the subject, with his 

own prince’s consent and knowledge, may serve and take pay 

for it. “But suppose that one of the princes or lords were to 

make war against the other, and I were obligated to both, but 

preferred to serve the one who was in the wrong, because he 

has showed me more grace or kindness than the one who was 

in the right and from whom I get less, — what then?” Here is 

the quick, short answer: Right, that is, that which pleases God, 

should be above wealth, body, honor and friends, grace, and 

enjoyment, and in this case there is no respecting of persons, 

but only of God. In this case, too, a man must put up with it if 

he is considered ungrateful or is despised, for here there is an 

honest excuse, namely God and right, which will not allow him 

to serve the one he likes best and leave the one he likes least. 

Although the old Adam does not listen willingly to this, 

nevertheless, it must be so if right is to be kept; for there is no 

fighting against God, and he who fights against right fights 

against God, who gives, orders, and maintains all right. 
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The fourth question: “What is to be said about the man who 

goes to war not only for the sake of wealth, but also for the 

sake of temporal honor, in order that he may become a big 

man and be looked up to?” Answer: Greed of money and 

greed of honor both are greed, the one as wrong as the 

other, and he who fights in this vice gets hell for himself. We 

are to leave the honor and give the honor to God alone and 

be satisfied with the wages and rations. It is, therefore, a 

heathen and not a Christian custom to exhort soldiers before 

the battle like this, — “Dear comrades, dear soldiers, be brave 

and confident; God willing, we shall get honor today and 

become rich.” On the contrary, they should be exhorted like 

this, — “Dear comrades, we are gathered here in service, duty, 

and obedience to our prince, and, according to God’s will and 

ordinance, we are bound to stand by him with body and 

goods. Although, before God, we are poor sinners, as are our 

enemies, nevertheless, since we know that our prince is in the 

right in this case, or at least do not know otherwise, we are 

therefore sure and certain that in serving and obeying him, we 

are serving God. Let everyone, then, be brave and courageous 

and let no one think otherwise than that his fist is God’s fist, his 

pike God’s pike, and cry with heart and voice, ‘God and the 

Emperor!’ If God gives us victory, the honor and praise shall 

be His, not ours, for He does it through us poor sinners. But 

the booty and the pay we will take as presents and gifts of His 

goodness and grace to us, who are unworthy, and thank Him 

for them from our hearts. Now God grant the victory! 

Forward, with joy!” 
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For without doubt, if one seeks the honor of God and lets Him 

have it — as is just and right, and as it ought to be! — then 

more honor will come than anyone could seek, because God 

has promised in 1 Kings 2:4, “He that honoreth me, him will I 

honor again; but he that dishonoreth me shall be dishonored 

in return.” 

Since He cannot fail to keep this promise of His, He must 

honor those who honor Him, and it is one of the greatest sins 

when one seeks one’s own honor, for this is nothing else than 

crimen laesae majestatis divinae — “robbery of the divine 

majesty.” Let others, therefore, boast and seek honor; do you 

be obedient and quiet, and your honor will find you. Many a 

battle is lost that might have been won if honor alone could 

have done it. 

For these honor-greedy warriors do not believe that God is in 

the war and gives the victory; therefore they do not fear God 

and are not joyful, but foolhardy and mad; and at last they are 

beaten. 

But I think those the best “comrades” who encourage 

themselves, and have themselves encouraged, before the 

battle with the thought of the women whom they love, and 

have this said to them, “Ha, now, let everyone think of her 

whom he loves best.” I say this, if I had not heard that this was 

done from two credible men, who had had experience in 

these matters, I would never have believed that in a business 

of this kind, where the danger of death stares men in the face, 

the human heart could so forget itself and be so light. No one 
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does this, to be sure, when he fights alone with death, but 

here in the crowd the one stirs up the other, and no one gives 

a thought to what affects him, because it affects many. But to 

a Christian heart it is terrible to think and hear that in the hour 

when one has God’s judgment and the peril of death before 

him, he tickles himself and encourages himself with fleshly 

love; for those who are killed or die thus certainly send their 

souls straight to hell without delay. “Nay,” they say, “if I were to 

think of hell, I could never go to war at all.” 

That is still worse, to put God and His judgment willfully out of 

mind and neither know nor think nor hear anything about 

them. Therefore a great part of the soldiers belong to the 

devil, and some of them are so full of the devil that they know 

no better way to prove their joy than by speaking 

contemptuously of God and His judgment, as though they 

were the real iron-eaters when they dare to swear shamefully 

by the Passion, and curse, and defy God in heaven. It is a lost 

crowd; it is chaff, and as in other classes, there is much chaff 

and little wheat. 

It follows that the lands knechts, who wander about the land 

seeking war, though they might work and ply a trade till they 

were called for, and who thus waste their time, from laziness 

or from roughness and wildness of spirit cannot be on good 

terms with God. They can show God no reason and no good 

conscience for their gadding about, but have only a foolhardy 

desire or eagerness for war or for the leading of a free, wild 

life. In the nature of them, a part of these fellows must finally 
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become knaves and robbers. But if they were to betake 

themselves to labor, or a trade, and were to earn their bread, 

as God has commanded all men to do, until their prince 

summoned them for himself, or permitted and asked them to 

go to another, then they could stand up with a good 

conscience as men who knew that they were serving the 

pleasure of their overlord by it; and this fine conscience they 

could not have otherwise. For it ought to be to all the world a 

comfort and joy, nay, a mighty reason for loving and honoring 

rulers, that Almighty God shows us this great grace and 

appoints rulers for us as an outward sign of His will, so that we 

are sure we are pleasing His divine will and doing right, 

whenever we do the will and pleasure of the ruler. For He has 

fastened and bound His will to them, when He says, “Give to 

Caesar what is Caesar’s,” and in Romans 13:1, “Let everyone 

be subject to the rulers.” 

Finally, soldiers have many superstitions in battle. One 

commends himself to St. George, another to St. Christopher; 

one to this saint, another to that. 

Some can conjure iron and bullets; some can bless horse and 

rider; some carry St. John’s Gospel, or some other object on 

which they rely. All these are in perilous state, for they do not 

believe in God, but rather sin through unbelief and false belief 

in God, and if they were to die, they must needs be lost. This is 

what they ought to do. When the battle begins and the 

exhortation, of which I spoke above, has been given, they 

should commend themselves simply to God’s grace and adopt 
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a Christian attitude. For the exhortation above is only a form 

for doing the external work of war with a good conscience; 

but since no good work saves men, everyone should say this 

exhortation, too, in his heart or with his lips, — “Heavenly 

Father, here I am, according to Thy divine will, in the external 

work and service of my lord, which I owe first to Thee and 

then to my lord for Thy sake. I thank Thy grace and mercy that 

Thou hast put me into a work of which I am sure that it is not 

sin, but right and pleasing obedience to Thy will. But because I 

know and have learned from Thy gracious Word that none of 

our good works can help us and no one is saved as a soldier 

but only as a Christian, therefore, I will rely not at all on this 

obedience and work of mine, but put myself freely at the 

service of Thy will and believe from the heart that only the 

innocent blood of Thy dear Son, my Lord Jesus Christ, 

redeems and saves me, and this He has shed for me in 

obedience to Thy holy will. On this I stay; on this I live and die; 

on this I fight and do all. Dear Lord God the Father, preserve 

and strengthen this faith in me by Thy Spirit. Amen.” 

If then you want to say the Creed and the Lord’s Prayer, you 

may do so, and let that be enough. Thus commit body and 

soul to His hands, and draw sword, and smite in God’s name. 

If there were many such soldiers in an army, who, think you, 

would do anything to them? They would devour the world 

without lifting sword. 

Nay, if there were nine or ten such in a company, or only three 

or four, who could say these things with a true heart, I would 
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prefer them to all the guns, pikes, horses and armor, and I 

would let the Turk come on, with all his power; for Christian 

faith is not a jest, nor is it a little thing, but as Christ says in the 

Gospel, “It can do all things.” But, my dear sir, where are those 

who believe thus, and can do such things? Nevertheless, 

although the crowd does not do this, we must teach it and 

know it for the sake of those who will do it, however few they 

may be. For God’s Word does not go out in vain, says Isaiah, 

lo, it brings some to God. The others who despise this 

wholesome teaching, given for their salvation, have their 

Judge to whom they must make answer. We are excused, and 

have done our part. 

Here I shall let this rest for this time. I wanted to say something 

about war against the Turk, because he had come so close to 

us, and some reproached me as though I had advised against 

war with the Turk. I have long known that at last I would have 

to become a Turk, and it does not help me that I have written 

so plainly about this and have said, especially in the book On 

Temporal Government, that equal may well go to war with 

equal. But since the Turk is back home again and our Germans 

are no longer asking about this, it is not yet time to write 

about it. f82 This instruction, my dear Assa, I should have 

completed long ago; but it has been delayed so long that 

meanwhile, by God’s grace, you and I have become 

godfathers. And yet I hope that the delay has not been 

fruitless and that the cause has been furthered by it. I 

commend you to God. 
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 See appendix 
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 I would like more interaction with this question of  


